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FOREWORD 


After  the  Revolution  there  seemed  to  be  a  general 
decline  in  interest  in  religious  matters.  The  numbers  of 
Anglicans  weakened,  as  many  had  no  desire  to  be 
associated  with  the  Church  of  England  —  and,  indeed, 
little  encouragement  was  given  from  anv  source.  All 
things  English  were  avoided  when  possible.  The  majori- 
ty of  the  clergy  were  Englishmen  and  became  very  un- 
popular. Having  no  means  of  support,  few  remained  "in 
what  was  left  of  the  parishes"  and  soon  returned  to 
England. 

Anglicans  who  had  no  church  were  attracted  to  the 


more  active  Presbyterians,  Baptists  and  Methodists  (who 
had  lately  been  a  "Society"  within  the  Anglican  church). 
Records  show  that  Anglicans  were  often  dependent  on 
their  clergy  for  baptisms,  marriages  and  funerals  in  the 
absence  of  Anglican  clergy. 

On  June  5,  1790  when  four  Episcopalians  met  in  Tar- 
boro  there  was  no  Episcopal  church  in  North  Carolina, 
no  diocese  and  probably  only  five  clergymen.  Never- 
theless, at  this  meeting  was  laid  the  cornerstone  for  the 
Episcopacy  in  North  Carolina  as  we  know  it  today. 


in 


PREFACE 


The  author  hopes  the  pages  in  this  booklet  will  give  the 
readers  a  backward  glance  and  strengthen  each  of  us  in 
the  "faith  of  our  fathers."  Perhaps  it  will  create  more  in- 
terest in  preserving  the  past  for  the  present  and  the 


future  and  arouse  an  interest  in  the  history  of  our  na- 
tion, state  and  the  Episcopal  Church,  beginning  with  our 
own  family. 

Elizabeth  H.  Etheridge 


IV 


THE  RIGHT  REVEREND  ROBERT  W.  ESTILL 
THE  BISHOP  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA 


The  Right  Reverend 
Robert  W.   Estill,  who 
was  consecrated  Bish- 
op in  1980,  was  born  in 
Lexington,    Kentucky, 
attended     Episcopal 
High  School  in  Alexan- 
dria,  Virginia.   He  re- 
ceived   degrees    from 
the  University  of  Ken- 
tucky,   The    Episcopal 
Theological  School  in 
Cambridge,  Massachu- 
setts, the  University  of 
the    South    School   of 
Theology  and  a  D.D. 
degree   from   the   Vir- 
ginia  Seminary,    Alexandria,    Virginia.    His   ordained 
ministry  as  Rector  has  included  St.  Mary's,  Middlesboro, 
Kentucky;  Dean  of  Christ  Church  Cathedral,  Louisville, 
Kentucky;  St.  Alban's  Church,  Washington,  D.C.;  and 
St.  Michael  And  All  Angels  in  Dallas. 
He  came  to  this  Diocese  in  1979  as  Bishop  Coadjutor. 


Dear  Friends : 

What  a  happy  day  an  150th  anniversary  is  to  a  church, 
to  a  community  and  to  the  diocese  I  Congratulations 
and  best  wishes. 

I  will  be  thinking  of  you  and  remembering  you  in  my 
prayers  on  the  day  of  your  celebration  and  I  look 
forward  to  an  informal  visit  later  this  Fall. 
Nonetheless,  I  hope  you  know  as  we  celebrate  this 
anniversary,  we  celebrate  150  years  of  Service  and 
Outreach.  That  is  the  rhythm  which  defines  the 
Church.  We  gather  to  worship  and  we  scatter  to 
serve .  St .  Andrew' s  has  been  a  place  where  both  of 
those  things  have  happened  and  now,  in  its  historic 
congregation  mode,  it  is  primarily  a  place  of  worship 
and  of  remembrance . 

Nonetheless ,  remembrance  of  things  past  and 
connections  with  them  gives  us  strength  for  the 
present  and  new  vision  for  the  future.  It  is  my  hope 
that  this  anniversary  celebration  will  encourage  all 
of  us  to  be  better  Christians  in  our  own  generation 
inspired  by  those  who  have  gone  before  us . 

Faithfully  yours , 


Robert  W.  Estill 


RWE/sjm 


THE  RIGHT  REVEREND  HUNTINGTON  WILLIAMS,  JR. 


The  Right  Reverend  Huntington  Williams,  Jr.  was  consecrated  Suffragan  Bishop 
of  the  Diocese  of  North  Carolina  on  April  28,  1990  in  the  Duke  University  Chapel, 
Durham,  North  Carolina.  The  Presiding  Bishop,  the  Most  Reverent  Edmond  L. 
Browning,  was  Chief  Consecrator. 

Bishop  Williams  was  born  October  27,  1925  in  Albany,  New  York  and  grew  up 
in  Baltimore,  Maryland,  where  his  father  was  Commissioner  of  Public  Health. 
Following  two  and  a  half  years  as  an  enlisted  man  in  the  Infantry,  with  six  months 
combat  duty  in  Europe,  he  returned  to  college,  graduating  from  Harvard  in  1949. 
He  graduated  from  the  Virginia  Theological  Seminary  in  Alexandria  with  an  M.Div. 
degree  in  1952.  Post-graduate  professional  education  has  included  fellowships  at 
the  College  of  Preachers,  Virginia  Seminary  and  St.  George's  College  in  Jerusalem, 
as  well  as  training  as  an  organizational  development  consultant. 

He  was  ordained  to  the  Diaconate  in  June,  1952,  and  to  the  Priesthood  in  January, 
1953  by  Bishop  Noble  C.  Powell  of  Maryland,  serving  in  turn  from  1952-54  as 
Curate,  St.  Thomas'  Church,  O wings  Mills,  Maryland;  from  1954-56  as  Assistant, 
St.  George's  Church,  New  York  City;  from  1956-63  as  Rector,  St.  Timothy's, 
Winston-Salem,  before  moving  to  Charlotte  where  he  served  for  twenty-six  years 
as  Rector  of  downtown  St.  Peter's  Church  until  being  elected  Suffragan  Bishop 
of  North  Carolina  in  1990. 


DOCUMENT  OF  CONSECRATION 

By  Bishop  Levi  Silliman  Ives 


J>  GiuoLoi^,  *7cfc<M}L^--  Qy~Jlu3>^  Je&&<J?Zcr*  tZr 

Iv?^.  l/LaidMXM:  foe*  JtJlu  ttrrid \  <fcTL^  (u£zfrcc3uZcj  ku  /i$6y  JdC- 
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This  is  a  transcript  of  the  text  shown  above: 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  I  Levi  Silliman 
Ives,  by  divine  permission  Bishop  of  the  Pro  Ep  Chu  in 
the  diocese  of  No  Carolina  did  on  the  thirtieth  day  of 
August  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thous.  and  eight- 
hundred  &  forty  consecrate  to  the  service  of  Almighty 
God,  according  to  the  form  set  forth  in  the  Book  of  Com- 
mon Prayer,  a  building  by  the  style  &  title  of  St.  Andrew's 
Church  Rowan  County.  Separating  it  henceforth  from 
all  unhallowed,  ordinary  &  common  uses  &  dedicating 


it  to  the  service  of  Almighty  God  for  reading  His  Holy 
word,  for  celebrating  his  Holy  Sacraments,  for  offering 
to  his  glorious  Majesty  the  sacrifice  of  prayer  & 
thanksgiving,  for  helping  his  people  in  his  name,  &  for 
performance  of  all  other  holy  offices  agreeably  to  the 
forms,  usages  &  canons  of  the  Pro:  Ep:  Ch:  in  these 
United  States  &  for  no  other  purpose  whatsoever. 

Given  under  my  hand  &  seal  on  the  day  &  year  above 
written,  &  in  the  ninth  year  of  my  consecration. 

Levi  Silliman  Ives. 


HOMECOMING  ...  A  RETURN  TO  THE  PAST 


In  this  Sesquicentennial  year,  St.  Andrew's  has  a  rich 
heritage  to  celebrate  and  many  people  to  share  the 
celebration. 

The  Homecoming  service  is  traditionally  held  each 
year  on  the  last  Sunday  in  August,  the  date  of  the 
church's  consecration  —  August  30,  1840. 

Decendants  of  the  founders  of  this  church,  former  rec- 
tors and  parishoners,  as  well  as  friends  of  many 
denominations,  come  together  to  worship  at  this  very 
reverent  and  impressive  service. 

The  custom  has  been  to  use  the  Order  For  The  Ad- 
ministration of  Holy  Communion  from  the  Book  of  Com- 
mon Prayer  in  use  when  St.  Andrew's  was  consecrated 
in  1840.  It  is  from  the  first  American  Book  of  Common  Prayer, 
adopted  in  1789  by  the  Episcopal  Church  and  used  un- 
til 1892. 

The  music  is  a  very  important  part  of  this  Homecom- 
ing service.  Familiar  old  hymns  are  sung  and  played  on 
a  pump  organ.  A  hammered  dulcimer  was  made  and 
is  played  by  Lee  Spears.  Recent  organists  have  been  Mrs. 
Jane  Morgan  Watson  and  Mrs.  Jewell  Kepley  Broadway, 
who  played  for  the  Sesquicentennial  service,  using  the 


antique  organ  recently  given  to  the  church. 

Each  Homecoming  the  worshipers  enjoy  a  picnic  lunch 
in  the  shade  of  the  oaks  in  the  church  yard.  This  custom 
has  continued  for  many  decades. 

In  his  nomination  of  St.  Andrew's  for  the  National 
Register  of  Historic  Places,  Davyd  Foard  Hood  wrote: 
"Although  Homecoming  services  have  been  held  for  un- 
told years,  until  fairly  recent  times  these  were,  for  the 
most  part,  family  reunions  of  the  communicants  of  St. 
George's  and  descendants  of  those  of  St.  Andrew's. 

Beginning  in  the  1970s  these  reunions  took  on  a  wider 
appeal.  Concrete  efforts  for  the  restoration  and 
maintenance  of  the  church  and  cemetery  were  under- 
taken and  more  interest  was  generated  among  a  larger 
group  in  Rowan,  in  North  Carolina  and  many  other 
states.  These  persons  are  not  only  concerned  with  this 
church  and  cemetery  but  also  with  the  rich  social  and 
cultural  traditions  it  represents." 

Even  after  the  worshipers  are  gone,  the  quiet,  empty 
church  seems  to  have  a  warmth  that  makes  one  want  to 
stay  and  visit  for  a  while,  much  as  members  and  friends 
would  have  done  one  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago. 


Chief  Justice  James  G.  Exum,  Jr.  of  the  North  Carolina  Supreme  Court  has  ties  to  St.  Andrew's  that  go  back  at  least 
three  generations.  His  grandfather,  Henry  Ashe  Bost  (1875-1959),  grew  up  at  the  Bost  homeplace  at  South  River. 
He  sat  down  at  the  foot-pedal  organ  of  St.  Andrew's  following  the  1980  Homecoming  service  to  give  a  brief,  impromp- 
tu recital  for  a  young  cousin,  Bridger  Bost  (center)  of  Winston-Salem  and  others. 


HOMECOMING  ...  A  TIME  OF  RENEWAL 


A  moment  of  quiet 
preparation  before  the 
Homecoming  Service. 


Shown  left  to  right  in 
this  1989  Homecoming 
photo  are:  The  Rev.  Willis 
Rosenthal,  The  Rev.  Diane 
Corlett,  and  The  Rev. 
Claude  Collins 

The  Rev.  Corlett  is  the 
first  ordained  woman  to 
preach  or  to  celebrate  Holy 
Communion  at  St. 
Andrew's  Church.  She  is 
Rector  of  Christ  Church, 
Cleveland,  North  Carolina. 


Pictured  in  1972  is  Mrs.  Sallie  Wetmore 
Moore.  Her  family  has  had  close  ties  with 
this  church  for  many  generations.  She  is 
now  ninety -seven. 


HOMECOMING  ...  A  TRADITION  OF 
GOOD  FOOD  &  FELLOWSHIP 


Betsy  Garner 
Etheridge  (shown 
center)  and 
friends  enjoy  the 
fine  home  cook- 
ing always  in 
abundance  at 
Homecoming. 


St.  Andrew's 
rustic  setting 
enhances  the 
enjoyment  of  the 
day  and  takes 
one  back  to  a 
more  serene 
time. 


HOMECOMING  ...  A  TIME  FOR  RELIGIOUS  REFLECTION 


Even  the  front  pews  are  needed  at 
St.  Andrew's  Homecomings. 


A  PERFECT  WELCOME  TO  ROWAN 


By  Steve  Bouser,  Editor  (8/28/82) 

The  Salisbury  Post  (Used  by  permission) 

Outside  the  weatherbeaten  church, 
a  wee  brown  bird  piped  from  a  sassa- 
fras tree  whose  topmost  leaves  al- 
ready blushed  with  a  hint  of  autumn. 

Inside,  the  scarred  floorboards 
creaked  as  the  congregation  com- 
pleted the  Lord's  Prayer  and  rose  at 
the  first  wheezy  notes  from  an  an- 
tique pump  organ  to  begin  the  open- 
ing hymn: 

Holy,  holy,  holy, 

Lord  God  Almighty; 

Early  in  the  morning 

Our  song  shall  rise  to  thee  .  .  . 

I  don't  know  about  the  others,  but 
my  song  didn't  rise  very  high.  I  was 
a  bit  choked  up  from  witnessing  so 
much  spiritual  beauty  concentrated  in 
such  a  humble  place. 

For  that  and  other  reasons,  our 
family's  attendance  at  last  Sunday's 
annual  service  at  St.  Andrew's 
Episcopal  Church  near  Woodleaf  add- 
ed up  to  a  deeply  moving  experience. 
It  also  provided  a  perfect  welcome  to 
Rowan  County.  There  are  a  lot  of 
things  we  loved  about  our  new  home, 
but  reverence  for  the  past  would  have 
to  go  at  the  top  of  the  list. 

The  weather  was  blessedly  cool  for 
the  ceremony.  A  crisp  breeze  flowed 
freely  through  doors  and  windows, 
bearing  the  lazy  fragrance  of  sun- 
warmed  cedars  and  making  candle 
flames  whip  and  toss.  The  mellow 


browns  of  wooden  walls  and  floors 
were  livened  by  flashes  of  lavender 
and  orange  from  arrangements  of 
late-summer  flowers  on  both  sides  of 
the  altar. 

Jacob  Correll,  whose  adze  marks 
are  still  clearly  visible  on  the  church's 
hand-hewn  beams  and  whose  bones 
lie  in  the  nearby  graveyard,  built  St. 
Andrew's  during  the  Episcopal 
renaissance  of  the  early  19th  century. 
It  was  described  as  "a  plain  country 
church"  then,  and  that's  what  it  is 
now:  not  much  to  look  at  for  those  ac- 
customed to  more  ornate  surround- 
ings for  worship.  But  the  modern 
world  could  use  more  such  examples 
of  what  the  old  Shaker  song  calls 
"Simple  Gifts." 

Those  who  snatched  St.  Andrew's 
from  the  jaws  of  decay  have  bestowed 
a  simple  gift  of  great  price  on  present 
and  future  generations.  Their  efforts 
were  rewarded  Sunday  with  the  an- 
nouncement that  the  structure  has 
been  placed  in  the  National  Register 
of  Historic  Places. 

In  a  brief  talk  before  the  presenta- 
tion, Davyd  Foard  Hood  of  the  N.C. 
Department  of  Archives  and  History 
described  the  church  and  grounds  as 
"a  cultural  package  that  is  very  impor- 
tant." Listening  to  his  account  of  the 
building's  past  and  looking  around 
the  rustic  interior,  one  could  almost 
picture  what  it  must  have  looked  like 
a  century  or  more  ago,  when  sturdy, 
English-surnamed  farmers  in 
6 


homespun  brought  their  families 
there  for  long-forgotten  Sabbath 
celebrations.  Much  has  been  ac- 
complished since  those  years.  But 
something  has  been  lost  too,  hasn't  it? 

Maybe  it  was  just  me,  but  parts  of 
Sunday's  service  seemed  almost 
supernatural  in  their  appropriateness. 
The  most  memorable  example:  As  the 
Rev.  Donald  Frazier  led  in  the  Nicene 
Creed  from  the  1789  prayer  book,  I 
was  startled  to  see  a  two-inch  disc  of 
pure,  white  light  materialize  on  the 
page  in  my  hands.  A  tiny  opening  in 
the  shake  roof  had  acted  as  a  pinhole 
camera,  projecting  a  perfect  image  of 
the  sun.  The  powerful  symbolism  of 
that  interraction  between  heavens, 
sanctuary  and  sacred  text  stayed  with 
me  long  after  the  circle  of  light  had 
moved  on. 

It  was  the  kind  of  special  day  that 
one  feels  privileged  to  have  taken  part 
in.  After  the  service  and  the  covered- 
dish  lunch  that  followed,  it  was  with 
reluctance  that  I  headed  back  down 
the  road  to  the  20th  century,  the 
words  of  the  sermon  hymn  echoing 
in  my  mind: 

Time,  like  an  ever-rolling  stream, 
Bears  all  its  sons  away; 
They  fly,  forgotten,  as  a  dream 
Dies  at  the  opening  day. 

O  God,  our  help  in  ages  past, 
Our  hope  for  years  to  come, 
Be  thou  our  guide  while  life  shall  last 
And  our  eternal  home. 


THE  ALTAR 


The  wooden  cross  on  the  altar  is  original  to 
the  church  and  hand-made  of  pine.  Behind  the 
cross  an  unusual  wall-hanging,  16  inches  wide 
and  43  inches  long,  is  kept  in  place  by  very 
small  nails  in  the  wall.  Small  holes  allow  the 
cloth  to  slip  over  the  nails.  The  linen  shows  the 
effect  of  age  and  long  use  and  is  believed  by 
some  persons  to  be  original  to  the  church.  One 
purificator  is  made  of  similar  linen,  beautiful- 
ly embroidered  and  stitched.  Both  are  very 
fragile. 

Two  chairs  and  two  tables  are  regularly  used 
during  services.  All  are  very  old  but  the  dates 
are  not  known. 

Around  the  communion  table  hangs  a  hand- 
made frontal  that  covers  the  front  and  sides  of 
the  table.  It  was  made  by  Mrs.  Ellen  Josephine 
Hilliard  about  1914.  Mrs.  Kezzia  Lohr  Mackie 
remembers  holding  the  yarn  her  aunt  used  in  crocheting 
the  heavy  lace  "insertion"  joining  the  panels  of  cloth. 

Mrs.  Mackie  also  recalls  that  her  grandmother,  Susan 


Ada  Hilliard,  wife  of  Thomas  Hilliard,  made  the  com- 
munion wine  from  a  traditional  special  recipe.  At  least 
four  generations  of  Hilliards  were  counted  at  St.  Andrews. 


The  altar  at  St.  Andrew's  has  a 
primitive  beauty  and  austere  quality 
found  in  many  early  churches. 


Candles  served  both  as  light  and  as  a 
reminder  of  the  "Light  of  World." 


THE  COMMUNION  VESSELS 


There  is  no  record  of  the  vessels  used  in  the  Ad- 
ministration of  the  Sacrament  of  Holy  Communion  in 
the  years  following  the  Consecration  in  1840.  The 
Celebrant  may  have  carried  the  necessary  vessels  with 
him,  as  was  often  the  custom.  In  later  years  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
G.G.  Swicegood,  long-time  neighbors  of  St.  Andrew's, 
remember  seeing  a  "flow  blue"  bowl  and  pitcher  set, 
probably  brought  by  a  communicant  and  stored  in  an 
ante-room.  This  set  has  disappeared.  For  many  years  the 
communion  vessels  from  St.  George's  Church  were 
brought  to  St.  Andrew's  when  the  Holy  Eucharist  was 
celebrated. 

In  1988  The  Reverend  and  Mrs.  Willis  Rosenthal  gave 
to  St.  Andrew's  the  vessels  now  in  use  and  wrote  the 
story  that  follows. 

"The  set  of  old-fashioned  Communion  vessels  now  in 
use  at  St.  Andrew's  Church  is  of  the  type  that  was  in 
use  during  the  active  years  of  St.  Andrew's  in  the  nine- 
teenth century.  These  vessels  were  presented  to  St.  An- 
drew's by  the  Rev.  Willis  M.  Rosenthal  and  his  wife, 
Patricia,  in  1988.  The  set  consists  of  a  pedestal  paten  for 
the  Communion  bread  and  two  goblet-like  chalices  for 
the  wine. 

The  set  belonged  to  an  Episcopal  priest  who  used 
them  in  his  circuit  riding  type  of  ministry  in  the  Diocese 
of  Nebraska  during  the  1880  s.  They  were  given  to  Father 
Rosenthal  by  the  priest's  daughter  during  the  mid-1940's 


while  he  was  serving  the  churches  of  Columbus  and 
Schuyler,  Nebraska,  about  70  miles  west  of  Omaha.  On 
the  pedestal  vessel  can  be  seen  the  marks  made  by  cut- 
ting the  bread  for  Communion.  Yes,  these  vessels  were 
indeed  used  —  and  now  they  serve  their  intended  pur- 
pose again." 


THE  ORGAN 


A  day  before  the  1989  Homecoming,  Sarah  and  Jim 
Turner,  from  Richfield,  read  a  newspaper  account  of  the 
upcoming  event.  Realizing  that  they  no  longer  had  a 
need  for  an  antique  organ  they  owned,  they  gave  it  to 
the  church. 

The  organ  was  purchased  at  a  shop  in  Friendship, 
North  Carolina,  Alamance  County.  Inquiries  led  to  a 
telephone  conversation  with  Nancy  Long,  an  elderly 
lady  who  remembered  the  organ  being  in  Long's  Chapel, 
A.M.E.  Zion  Church  when  she  attended  it  as  a  child. 
The  church  had  stained  glass  windows  that  were  later 
broken.  After  being  closed  for  several  years,  another  con- 
gregation meets  there  for  services  —  with  plain  glass  in 
the  windows. 

While  the  organ  was  being  repaired,  the  date  1894  was 
found  under  one  of  the  keys. 


ALMS  RECEIVERS 


It  had  long  been  the  intention  to  obtain  alms  receivers 
more  appropriate  to  the  church  than  the  ones  in  use  at 
St.  Andrew's  for  many  years. 

A  suitable  pair  were  located  in  Chapel  Hill  and 
declared  to  be  authentic  by  Mrs.  Dorothy  Pollay  Collins, 
wife  of  the  Rev.  Claude  A.  Collins,  rector  of  St.  George's 
Church,  Woodleaf,  since  1966.  Mrs.  Collins  remembers 
that  similar  alms  receivers  were  used  in  her  church,  St. 
Mary's  Parish,  Gloucestershire,  Lydney  England,  when 
she  grew  up  there  and  still  are  used  in  some  churches. 
They  were  given  to  St.  Andrew's  in  honor  of  local  ar- 
tist, Clyde  Overcash,  for  his  unselfish  gifts  of  his  time, 
for  paintings  and  drawings  of  the  church  and  for  the 
growing  of  old-fashioned  flowers,  used  on  the  altar  and 
elsewhere.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Hardin  Taylor  and  Mr.  Over- 
cash  have  arranged  flowers  for  services  at  St.  Andrew's 
for  several  years.  After  services  they  are  placed  on  the 
oldest  graves  in  the  cemetery. 


HAND-MADE  BIRD  FEEDER 

It  was  often  the  custom  to  place  a  hand-made  wooden 
bird  feeder  near  the  church.  At  St.  Andrew's  it  is  fas- 
tened outside  a  window  near  the  altar.  After  the  Sacra- 
ment of  Holy  Communion,  the  remaining  Host  is  placed 
in  the  bird  feeder  "in  order  that  others  of  God's  creatures 
may  be  fed." 


Clyde  Overcash  (shown  seated),  a  local 
artist,  was  honored  by  having  the  alms 
receivers  given  and  dedicated  in  his  name. 
Clyde  has  done  much  to  aid  in  the 
homecoming  tradition  as  well  as  in  St. 
Andrew's  preservation. 


ST.  ANDREW'S  CHURCH,  WOODLEAF 
Rowan  County,  North  Carolina 


An  Essay 

Commemorating  the 

Sesquicentennial 

of  the  Church 


St.  Andrew's  Episcopal  Church  and  Cemetery, 
sheltered  in  a  grove  of  trees  high  above  Fourth  Creek, 
is  one  of  the  very  few,  probably  the  oldest,  remaining 
intact  frame  antebellum  Episcopal  churches  in  western 
North  Carolina.  The  unpainted  weatherboard  church, 
together  with  its  adjacent  burying  ground  enclosed  by 
a  dry  laid  stone  wall,  is  a  unique  Piedmont  North 
Carolina  example  of  vernacular  meeting  house  architec- 
ture and  representative  of  its  many  frame  contemporaries 
which  have  been  lost  or  subsequently  replaced  by  more 
ambitious  brick  structures.  St.  Andrew's  Church 
possesses  a  statewide  architectural  significance  and  at- 
tendant historical  significance  because  of  the  remarkable 
degree  of  site  and  structural  integrity  which  has  been 
maintained  for  the  duration  of  its  150-year  history.  The 
congregation  of  St.  Andrew's  was  formed  early  in  1840 
by  some  twenty  communicants  of  Christ  Church 
(Cleveland)  who  withdrew  to  organize  themselves  into 
a  separate  congregation  which  they  named  St.  Andrew's. 
Included  in  this  group  were  representatives  of  a  number 
of  the  oldest  Episcopal  families  in  western  Rowan  Coun- 
ty including  members  of  the  Rice,  Heathman,  Fraley, 
Turner,  Marlin,  Thomason,  and  Owens  families. 

Almost  immediately  upon  organizing  themselves  the 
congregation  set  about  to  erect  a  church  for  the  newly- 
formed  body.  On  6  April  1840  four  commissioners 
representing  the  congregation  contracted  with  Jacob  Cor- 
rell,  also  a  member,  for  the  construction  of  a  frame 
church,  44  feet  by  34  feet.  Correll  was  to  be  paid  $325 
for  his  work.  The  congregation  was  admitted  into  the 
Diocese  of  North  Carolina  in  May.  Three  months  later 
on  30  August,  the  first  service  of  Holy  Communion  was 
held.  The  congregation  of  St.  Andrew's  Church  was 
never  particularly  large  in  number  but  was  nevertheless 
prominent  in  the  heavily  Presbyterian  and  Scotch-Irish 
western  Rowan  County.  When  built,  the  church  was 
located  on  the  main  road  between  Salisbury  and 
Mocksville,  the  Davie  County  seat,  but  in  the  late  nine- 
teenth century  that  road  (now  N.C.  801)  was  re-routed 
to  the  northeast  and  left  St.  Andrew's  isolated.  Although 
St.  Andrew's  continued  to  be  maintained,  services  were 
held  at  St.  George's  Church,  Woodleaf.  The  congrega- 
tion of  St.  George's,  descendants  of  the  founders  of  St. 
Andrew's  have  for  most  of  this  century  hosted  an  an- 
nual homecoming  service  at  the  church  on  the  last  Sun- 
day of  August  in  commemoration  of  the  consecration  of 
the  church  on  that  day  (30  August)  in  1840. 
The  Congregation  is  Organized 

In  his  report  to  the  Twenty-Fourth  Annual  Conven- 


tion of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  North 
Carolina  meeting  at  St.  Luke's,  Salisbury  in  May,  1840, 
the  Rev.  Thomas  Frederick  Davis,  Jr.,  Rector  of  St.  Luke's 
and  Christ  Church,  Rowan  County,  introduced  St.  An- 
drew's Church  to  the  convention. 

"This  parish  has  just  been  organized.  Its  Delegates 
have  been  received  into  this  Convention.  A  plain 
country  church,  is  almost  completed,  sufficiently  so 
to  be  used  for  worship.  I  preached  there  on  Sunday 
last  to  a  very  large  congregation.  There  will  be  con- 
nected with  this  church,  immediately,  between  18  and 
30  families.  So  far,  everything  holds  out  a  good  hope 
to  the  Church.  May  it  be  realized  —  and  the  institu- 
tion of  the  gospel  in  the  Church  be  sustained  and  ad- 
vanced to  the  glory  of  God  and  the  welfare  of  his  peo- 
ple." 
His  report  on  Christ  Church  included  the  following 
statement: 

"The  present  number  (of  communicants)  is,  as  stated, 
100,  of  whom  about  20  will  soon  withdraw  from  Christ 
Church,  and  unite  themselves  to  the  communion  of 
St.  Andrew's  Church,  which  has  just  been  estab- 
lished." 

Seventeen  males  had  signed  a  petition  on  Saturday, 
9  May  1840,  as  communicants  of  St.  Andrew's  Church 
for  acceptance  at  the  convention.  They  were:  Phillip  Rice, 
Hezekiah  Heathman,  Samuel  Turner,  Henry  Lippard, 
Joseph  Turner,  Zachariah  Thomason,  John  Rice,  David 
Heathman,  Cathew  Rice,  Hezekiah  Turner,  William 
Heathman,  James  Owens,  Jacob  Correll,  John  R.  Thorn, 
James  Nolly,  Jesse  Fraley,  and  Thomas  B.  Rice.  At  the 
same  meeting  John  Watson,  Jacob  Correll,  Samuel 
Turner,  Phillip  Rice  and  Joseph  Turner  were  elected  as 
the  Vestry  of  St.  Andrew's.  Elected  as  delegates  to  the 
convention  were  James  Owens,  William  Heathman, 
Samuel  Turner,  and  John  Watson. 

The  reasons  for  the  organization  of  St.  Andrew's 
Church  out  of  Christ  Church,  Cleveland,  remain  to  be 
established.  Christ  Church,  as  a  formal  congregation, 
was  relatively  new  itself,  having  been  organized  about 
1817/1818.  It  was  while  Davis  had  charge  of  the  Rowan 
County  Episcopal  Churches  that  the  movement  began 
to  form  St.  Andrew's  Church. 

It  might  be  more  than  a  simple  matter  of  conjecture 
to  suggest  that  the  increasing  size  of  Christ  Church  was 
one  of  the  factors  prompting  the  organization  of  St.  An- 
drew's. Another  likely  reason  is  the  possibility  that  a 
substantial  number  of  the  communicants  of  Christ 
Church  lived  on  farms  and  plantations  in  north/central 
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Rowan  County  on  the  waters  of  Third  and  Fourth  Creeks 
and  the  South  Yadkin  River,  and  the  distance  to  Christ 
Church  was  a  factor.  There  is,  unfortunately,  no  sugges- 
tion of  their  reasons  in  the  Rev.  Robert  Bruce  Owens' 
centennial  sketch,  CHRIST  CHURCH,  ROWAN  COUN- 
TY (1921). 

Apparently  the  seventeen  petitioners  had  considered 
acceptance  into  the  diocese  as  a  foregone  conclusion  for 
earlier,  on  6  April,  four  of  their  group,  Joseph  Turner, 
J.N.  Watson,  John  Rice,  and  James  Owens  —  identified 
as  commissioners  —  contracted  with  a  member  of  the 
proposed  congregation,  Jacob  Correll,  to  construct  a 
church  for  the  St.  Andrew's  congregation.  Correll  was 
a  planter  who  operated  the  mill  nearby  on  the  South 
Yadkin  River  formerly  owned  by  the  Pearson  family.  Cor- 
rell was  to  be  paid  $325  for  his  work  upon  completion. 

While  the  contract  with  Jacob  Correll  has  specified  that 
the  church  was  to  be  built  on  land  "formerly  owned  by 
Charles  and  Richmond  Pearson"  it  was  not  until  11 
September  1840  that  the  Pearsons  actually  deeded  a  tract 
of  two  acres  to  the  Vestry  of  St.  Andrew's. 

Correll's  work  was  quick  and  sure  for  the  building  was 
completed  by  30  August  of  the  same  year  when  the  first 
service  of  Holy  Communion  was  held  and  the  Church 
was  consecrated.  St.  Andrew's  had  29  communicants. 
Among  those  baptized  and  confirmed  on  the  30th  were 
Thomas,  servant  of  William  Barber,  and  two  servants  of 
James  Owens,  Ceny  and  Betsy. 
The  Founding  Communicants  of  St.  Andrew's 

The  seventeen  men  who  organized  St.  Andrew's  were 
a  remarkably  close-knit  group;  ten  of  the  seventeen  bore 
the  surnames  of  three  prominent  west  Rowan  County 
families  —  Rice,  Heathman,  and  Turner.  Three  of  the  re- 
maining seven  were  married  to  daughters  of  the  extend- 
ed Turner  family,  and  there  were  yet  other  close  familial 
relationships.  One  of  the  patriarchs  in  this  body  of  com- 
municants was  Philip  Rice  (1778-1844).  In  1806  he  mar- 
ried Sarah  Tommison  (c.l790-after  1880),  the  widow  of 
Zachariah  Thomason  (d.1803)  and  the  mother  of 
Zachariah  Thomason  (b.c.1804)  who  was  also  an  original 
communicant  of  the  church.  Three  of  the  sons  born  to 
Philip  and  Sarah  Rice  were  founding  communicants  of 
St.  Andrew's  Church.  The  eldest  was  John  Rice 
(1810-1878)  who  in  1855  married  Elizabeth  Heathman 
(1827-1893),  the  daughter  of  William  Heathman.  They  ac- 
quired and  lived  on  a  farm  of  just  over  250  acres  on 
Fourth  Creek,  and  at  their  deaths  they  were  interred  in 
the  cemetery  at  St.  Andrew's.  John's  younger  brother 
Cathew  Rice  (1811-1883)  was  also  a  founder  of  the  church. 
On  11  August  1841  —  nearly  a  year  after  the  church  was 
consecrated  —  Rice  was  married  to  Nancy  Hellard 
(1816-1889).  They  lived  in  a  two-story  house  near 
Woodleaf,  off  the  left  side  of  present  day  NC  801,  that 
still  stands  today.  Cathew  and  Nancy  Rice  were  also 
buried  at  St.  Andrew's.  The  third  of  these  Rice  siblings 
was  Thomas  B.  Rice  (c.  1815-1844). 

Hezekiah  Heathman  (1772-1852)  appears  to  have  been 


the  senior  member  of  the  founding  communicants  of  the 
church.  In  the  mid-1790s  he  was  married  to  Mary  Ann 
Davenport  (1774-1874),  the  daughter  of  William  Daven- 
port. They  had  a  farm  of  nearly  340  acres  on  Dales 
(Deals)  Creek  and  here  they  raised  two  sons  who  joined 
their  father  as  founders  of  St.  Andrew's.  The  elder  of 
the  two  was  William  Heathman  (1798-1854);  he  married 
Dorcas  Dent  (1803-1851),  the  daughter  of  Thomas  Hatch 
Dent,  in  1821.  At  their  deaths  they  were  buried  in  the 
Heathman  Family  Cemetery.  David  Heathman 
(1812-1852)  remained  a  bachelor  and  at  his  death  he  was 
buried  in  the  family  plot  at  St.  Andrew's  where  his 
parents  were  already  interred. 

As  was  the  case  with  the  sons  of  Philip  Rice,  three 
brothers,  bearing  the  surname  Turner,  were  founding 
communicants  of  St.  Andrew's  Church.  They  were  the 
sons  of  John  Turner,  Sr.  (1765-1838).  The  eldest  in  the  trio 
was  Samuel  Turner  (1797-1852).  In  1821  he  was  married 
to  Elizabeth  Heathman  (1801-1854),  the  daughter  of 
founder  Hezekiah  Heathman  and  the  sister  of  William 
and  David  Heathman.  At  their  deaths  Samuel  and 
Elizabeth  Turner  were  buried  in  the  Turner  plot  in  the 
church  burying  ground.  Joseph  Turner  (1803-1875)  mar- 
ried Ann  Gray  (1805-1873)  in  1828;  they  apparently 
transferred  their  membership  to  Christ  Church  where 
they  were  buried.  The  youngest  of  the  Turner  brothers 
was  Hezekiah  Turner  (1807-1847).  In  1842  he  married 
Caroline  Foard  (1822-1907),  the  daughter  of  John  Foard. 
In  1846  Turner  sold  his  grist  mill  on  Third  Creek  to  Tobias 
File  (1818-1884);  that  mill  was  successively  operated  by 
File,  his  son-in-law  William  F.  Rice  (the  son  of  Cathew 
Rice),  and  Rice's  son-in-law  George  Ratledge,  and  his  son 
Ward  Ratledge  from  1846  until  1974. 

Three  of  the  orignal  communicants  married  daughters 
of  John  Turner,  the  father  of  the  above  brothers. 
Zachariah  Thomason,  the  son  of  Sarah  Thomason  Rice 
and  the  half-brother  of  the  Rice  siblings,  married  Katy 
Turner  in  1826;  in  1856  they  left  Rowan  County  and 
North  Carolina,  moving  to  Missouri.  In  1827  Henry  Lip- 
pard  (d.1844)  married  Priscilla  Turner  (d.1843).  Twelve 
years  later,  in  1839,  Jesse  Fraley  (1817-1903),  the  son  of 
Henry  Fraley  (1786-1831),  married  Nancy  Turner.  He  died 
in  Iredell  County. 

Jacob  Correll  (1798-1867),  the  son  of  Philip  Correll 
(1759-1843),  was  a  man  of  special  importance  to  St.  An- 
drew's Church.  He  erected  the  church  building  in  the 
summer  of  1840.  In  1819  Correll  married  Elizabeth  Freeze 
(1799-1850);  in  1855  he  married  Harriet  Eliza  Groner  who 
survived  him.  Correll  lived  in  a  handsome  two-story 
house  about  a  mile  distant  from  the  church  and  was  a 
planter  of  substance.  In  1850  he  owned  eighteen  slaves; 
the  number  grew  to  twenty-nine  by  the  1860  Census. 

Little  is  known  of  the  remaining  three  founding  com- 
municants: James  Owens,  James  B.  Nolly,  and  John  R. 
Thorn.  James  Owens  (1808-1848)  appears  to  have  been 
a  man  of  standing  and  substance;  the  term  "Esq."  is 
carved    after   his    name    on   his   gravestone   in   the 
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churchyard.  The  most  that  is  currently  known  about 
James  B.  Nolly  (b.c.1815)  is  that  he  was  married  at  least 
four  times;  his  first  wife  Cynthia  Levina  (1820-1845)  is 
buried  at  St.  Andrew's.  He  was  suspended  from  the 
church  and  is  thought  to  have  died  in  the  antebellum 
period. 
The  Church 

St.  Andrew's  Church  and  Churchyard,  located  on  a 
knoll  overlooking  the  bottomlands  of  Fourth  Creek  and 
the  South  Yadkin  River,  is  a  handsome  weatherbeaten 
frame  building  sheltered  in  a  grove  of  oak  trees.  While 
a  thematic  survey  of  Episcopal  churches  in  the  state  has 
not  been  undertaken,  St.  Andrew's  is  the  oldest  intact 
frame  antebellum  Episcopal  church  in  western  North 
Carolina  and  with  St.  John's  Church  (1773),  Williamsboro 
(NR),  is  one  of  the  oldest  intact  frame  Episcopal  church- 
es in  the  state. 

The  contract  for  the  construction  of  the  church  is  dated 
6  April  1840. 

"The  conditions  of  building  a  Church  on  the  land 
formerly  owned  by  Charles  &  Richmond  Pearson 
on  the  road  leading  from  Salisbury  to  Mocksville 
between  the  commissioners  and  Jacob  Correll  are 
as  follows(:)  the  said  Jacob  Correll  binds  himself 
his  heirs  and  assigns  to  complete  the  following 
work  to  wit.  To  finish  the  hull  of  the  house  44  by 
34  Including  doors  &  windows  and  sash,  laying 
two  floors,  and  running  one  flight  stairs  and  ceil- 
ing up  to  the  top  of  the  Seats,  and  Seat  it  of  necessi- 
ty: So  we  the  commissioners  bind  ourselves  our 
heirs  and  assigns  to  the  said  Jacob  Correll  in  the 
sum  of  Three  Hundred  and  Twenty-five  dollars  to 
be  paid  when  the  above  named  work  is  completed. 
Subscribed  this  6th  day  of  April  1840." 
The  contract  was  signed  by  the  commissioners,  Joseph 
Turner,  J.N.  Watson,  John  Rice,  and  James  Owens  and 
the  builder,  Jacob  Correll. 

Like  the  exterior,  the  interior  of  the  church  has  never 
been  painted  and  thus  has  acquired  a  rich  golden  patina. 
The  walls  are  sheathed  with  flush  horizontal  boards. 
Simple  boards  also  enhance  the  door  and  window  open- 
ings. The  front  entrances  lead  into  a  two-aisle  plan  with 
single  end  pews  and  long  pews  in  the  center  from  aisle 
to  aisle.  A  dog-leg  stair  rises  in  the  south  corner  to  the 
gallery. 

In  the  late  nineteenth  century  a  pair  of  anterooms  were 
built  into  the  north  and  east  corners  of  the  church  flank- 
ing a  raised  chancel.  The  chancel  was  enclosed  by  a 
molded  railing  on  bold  turned  balusters  which  appear 
to  have  been  brought  here  from  another,  earlier  building. 
A  broad  step  leads  to  the  kneeler  several  inches  below 
the  chancel  floor. 

It  seems  reasonable  to  think  that  these  improve- 
ments occurred  while  the  Rev.  Francis  Johnstone  Mur- 
doch served  as  chairman  of  a  committee  concerned 
with  improving  the  design  of  churches  throughout  the 
state. 


The  Architectural  Context  of  St.  Andrew's  Episcopal 
Church 

In  a  county  and  state  graced  with  distinguished  and 
impressive  churches,  St.  Andrew's  holds  a  unique  place. 
When  built  in  1840,  its  plain  and  workmanlike  elevations 
were  similar  to  the  log  and  frame  houses  of  its  com- 
municants. It  was  not  unique  in  its  day.  Instead,  it  has 
achieved  architectural  and  historical  significance  through 
its  longevity  and  the  remarkable  condition  of  its  survival, 
nearly  unaltered  to  the  present  —  150  years  after  it  was 
built. 

When  Jacob  Correll  raised  the  walls  of  St.  Andrew's 
in  the  summer  of  1840  he  added  another  church  to  a 
roster  of  important  buildings  in  Rowan  County  that  date 
from  the  late  eighteenth  century  through  the  antebellum 
period.  Of  Rowan's  churches,  Third  Creek  and  St.  An- 
drew's remain,  to  the  present,  the  least  altered  and  best 
preserved  of  the  county's  early  church  buildings. 

During  the  antebellum  period  many  of  the  state's  rural 
frame  churches  were  replaced  by  brick  edifices. 

On  a  statewide  level,  St.  Andrew's  is  one  of  a  small 
surviving  group  of  early  frame  churches.  It  is  one  of  four 
early  frame  rural  churches  that  survive  largely  intact. 
With  St.  John's,  Williamsboro  (Vance  County),  it  is  one 
of  the  two  oldest  frame  Episcopal  churches  in  the  state. 
St.  Andrew's  in  the  Antebellum  Period  and  the  Later 
19th  Century 

The  early  1840s  were  important  years  in  the  life  of  the 
new  church.  The  Rev.  Thomas  F.  Davis  (1804-1871) 
ministered  to  St.  Andrew's  until  1846  when  he  accepted 
a  call  to  Grace  Church,  Camden,  South  Carolina. 

In  1853  Davis  was  consecrated  Bishop  of  South 
Carolina  and  served  in  that  capacity  until  his  death. 
Davis  was  replaced  by  the  Rev.  John  Haywood  Parker 
(1813-1858).  On  1  December  1847  Oliver  Sherman 
Prescott  was  appointed  by  Bishop  Ives  to  be  in  charge 
of  St.  Andrew's  Church  which  at  that  time  had  forty- 
nine  communicants.  On  3  March  1850  the  Rev.  James 
Gilbert  Jacocks  was  appointed  to  serve  Christ  and  St. 
Andrew's  churches  and  the  newly  established  St.  Philip's 
Church,  Mocksville.  He  remained  until  late  in  1854. 

The  short  periods  that  these  ministers  served  were 
probably  not  as  significant  as  the  deaths  that  occurred 
among  the  membership.  In  1844  three  of  the  founding 
communicants  died  and  between  1847  and  1854  six 
others  also  died.  Although  the  families  appear  to  have 
remained  as  members,  the  loss  of  nine  of  the  original 
seventeen  founding  communicants,  within  the  first  four- 
teen years  of  the  church's  existence,  was  a  severe  strain 
on  the  church's  growth. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Jacocks  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  George 
Badger  Wetmore  whose  service  to  the  parish  of  St.  An- 
drew's and  Christ  churches  was  to  last  thirty-two  years. 
On  25  February  1855  Wetmore  held  his  first  service  at 
St.  Andrew's  Church.  Rev.  Wetmore's  appointment  could 
not  have  been  more  timely  or  crucial.  Emigration  from 
Rowan  County  to  the  West  also  affected  the  fortunes  of 
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St.  Andrews.  In  August  1856,  Zachariah  Thomason  and 
his  wife  Kitty,  together  with  William  Thomason  and  his 
wife  Elizabeth  left  for  Missouri.  Later  that  autumn  John 
W.  Heathman  "left  for  the  West."  In  the  fall  of  1857  Alex 
Cline  moved  to  Wilkes  County  and  Thomas  Heathman 
moved  west. 

George  Badger  Wetmore  (1821-1888)  was  born  in  New 
Bern,  graduated  from  the  University  of  North  Carolina, 
(1843)  being  salutatorian  of  his  class,  practiced  law  in 
Fayetteville,  and  studied  for  the  ministry.  Bishop  Atkin- 
son ordered  him  Deacon  in  Christ  Church,  Raleigh,  14 
January  1855,  and  on  31  May  1857  advanced  him  to  the 
priesthood  in  St.  Luke's  Church,  Salisbury.  Soon  after 
he  was  appointed  to  serve  St.  Philip's  Church, 
Mocksville,  Christ  Church  and  St.  Andrew's  Churches, 
Rowan.  St.  James,  Iredell  County,  soon  came  under  his 
charge.  He  was  assisted  in  his  work  by  the  Rev.  Samuel 
Swann  Barber,  a  son  of  Christ  Church,  until  about  1866 
when  Barber  removed  to  Hyde  County.  Wetmore  served 
as  minister  to  St.  Andrew's  Church  until  his  retirement 
which  took  effect  at  the  convention  held  in  1887.  He  after- 
ward removed  to  Banner  Elk,  Watauga  County,  where 
he  died  and  is  buried. 

Perhaps  in  anticipation  of  the  appointment  of  the  Rev. 
Wetmore  the  vestries  of  Christ  Church  and  St.  Andrew's 
Church  met  on  9  February  1857  and  resolved  to  accept 
eighteen  acres  from  Joseph  Turner  on  which  a  rectory 
was  to  be  built.  John  Rice,  Jacob  Correll,  and  F.S.  Neely 
were  appointed  to  buy  the  land  and  to  superintend  the 
construction  of  the  rectory.  The  rectory  was  constructed 
in  that  year  and  served  as  Rev.  Wetmore's  residence  un- 
til 1887.  The  house  on  Old  NC  801  then  became  a  private 
dwelling  and  was  the  home  of  John  Knox  Culbertson 
(1857-1933)  and  subsequently  his  daughter  Mrs.  H.M. 
(Charlotte  Fraley  Culbertson)  Bailey  (1894-1979). 

Following  Wetmore's  retirement  and  until  1890  the 
church  was  under  the  care  of  the  Rev.  Edward  P.  Green. 
After  1890  it  came  under  the  care  of  the  Rev.  Francis 
Johnstone  Murdoch  -  rector  of  St.  Luke's  Parish.  Mur- 
doch's service  to  the  church  is  renowned  and  he  served 
his  congregation  not  only  in  religious  terms  but  also 
secularly.  He  was  involved  in  the  organization  of  four 
mills  in  Rowan  County:  Rowan  Knitting  Company, 
Salisbury  Cotton  Mills,  Vance  Cotton  Mills,  and  Yadkin 
Falls  Manufacturing  Company. 

Among  the  missions  he  organized  were  St.  Jude's,  Bear 
Poplar;  St.  Paul's,  St.  Peter's,  and  St.  John's  in  Salisbury; 
St.  Mary's,  China  Grove;  St.  Matthew's,  Rowan;  St. 
Joseph's,  Spencer;  and  most  signal  to  the  fortunes  of  St. 
Andrew's  he  organized  St.  George's,  Woodleaf. 

The  church  at  Cooleemee,  known  by  1904  as  the 
Church  of  the  Good  Shepherd,  was  in  fact,  only  about 
two  miles  north  of  St.  Andrew's  Church.  St.  George's 
Chapel  was  but  a  few  miles  to  the  southwest.  With  the 
construction  of  the  mills  also  came  the  building  of  a 
bridge  across  the  South  Yadkin  River  at  Cooleemee.  The 
main  road  (now  NC  801)  from  Mooresville  to  Mocksville 


formerly  passed  by  St.  Andrew's  Church  and  then 
crossed  (first)  Fourth  Creek  and  crossed  the  South 
Yadkin  River  by  ford  and  ferry,  passed  through 
Woodleaf.  Thus  St.  Andrew's  was  isolated  from  traffic 
and  at  the  end  of  a  road  on  the  knoll  overlooking  the 
bottom  lands  along  the  creek  and  river. 
St.  Andrew's  Church  Since  19C6 

St.  George's  Church  and  Christ  Church  were  placed 
under  the  care  of  the  Rev.  William  Hill  Hardin  who  on 

I  January  1912  was  appointed  Archdeacon  of  the  Con- 
vocation of  Charlotte  by  Bishop  Joseph  Blount  Cheshire. 
With  the  dissolution  of  the  conventions  Hardin  was  ap- 
pointed Priest-in-Charge  of  the  Rowan  County  Missions 
on  1  November  1924.  He  remained  Priest-in-Charge  un- 
til his  death  23  June  1934.  In  his  private  record  Hardin 
records  only  two  services  at  St.  Andrew's  Church.  On 

II  September  1920  he  conducted  burial  services  in  St. 
Andrew's  Church  for  Margaret  E.  Wyatt  of  Cooleemee 
and  afterward  she  was  buried  in  the  churchyard.  Ten 
years  later  on  3  May  1930  he  also  officiated  at  burial  ser- 
vices for  Susan  Hilliard.  She  was  buried  in  the  chur- 
chyard next  to  the  grave  of  her  husband,  T  Franklin 
Hilliard  (1857-1924)  and  many  others  of  the  Hilliard 
family. 

Although  George  Badger  Wetmore  moved  from 
Woodleaf  in  1887  his  legacy  continued  to  have  a  strong 
impact  on  the  community  and  the  fortunes  of  St.  An- 
drew's Church.  Two  of  the  Rev.  Wetmore's  sons  lived  in 
Woodleaf  for  a  time.  Theopholis  Broadfoot  Wetmore 
taught  in  the  local  school  and  later  at  Harmony,  Iredell 
County,  where  he  died.  George  Badger  Wetmore,  Jr. 
(1852-1918)  established  an  advanced  school  which  enroll- 
ed "boarding  school"  students  as  well  as  local  pupils. 
He  and  his  wife  and  three  children  are  buried  in  St.  An- 
drew's churchyard. 

Author's  Notes  and  Acknowledgements 

Much  of  this  essay  is  taken  directly  from  the  National 
Register  nomination  for  St.  Andrew's  Church  and 
Cemetery  that  I  prepared  in  the  spring  and  summer  of 
1982.  Certain  aspects  of  the  history  of  the  church  were 
expanded  for  this  essay  and  the  material  was  organized 
into  short  chapters.  Most  of  the  material  in  "The  Found- 
ing Communicants  of  St.  Andrew's"  was  provided  to  me 
by  Mary  Jane  Fowler.  In  this  effort  and  others  she  has 
generously  shared  her  broad  and  deep  knowledge  of 
Rowan  County  and  its  families.  I  am  indeed  grateful  for 
her  assistance  and  encouragement.  In  1977 1  first  attend- 
ed a  homecoming  at  St.  Andrew's  Church  and,  for  every 
year  expect  one  thereafter,  I  have  attended  the  gather- 
ing of  friends.  St.  Andrew's  is  indeed  a  special  place  and 
the  annual  homecomings  are  a  unique  convention  of  the 
faithful;  this  small  essay  acknowledges  those  qualities 
and  the  pleasure  I  have  found  in  them. 

Davyd  Foard  Hood 
30  July  1990 


13 


United  States  Department  of  the  Interior 
National  Park  Service 

National  Register  of  Historic  Places 
Inventory — Nomination  Form 


Continuation  sheet 


Bibliography 


Item  Number 


Page  1 


Hardin,  William  Hill.  The  Priest's  Private  Record;  1868-1934.  n.p.  In  the  possession  of  the  late  Mrs.  Ernest  Lauriston 
Hardin,  Salisbury,  N.C. 

Hood,  Davyd  Foard.  The  Architecture  of  Rowan  County.  Raleigh,  N.C:  Glover  Printing  Company,  1983. 

Journal  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Twenty-third  Annual  Convention  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina. 
(Fayetteville:  Edward  J.  Hale,  1839). 

Journal  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Annual  Convention  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina.  (Fayetteville: 
Edward  J.  Hale,  1840). 

Journal  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Seventy-seventh  Convention  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  the  Diocese  of  North  Carolina. 
(Raleigh:  Edwards  and  Broughton,  Printers  and  Publishers,  1893). 

Journal  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Eighty-fifth  Convention  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina.  (Raleigh: 
Edwards  and  Broughton,  Printers  and  Publishers,  1901). 

Journal  of  the  Eighty-sixth  Convention  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina.  (Raleigh:  Alford,  Bynum, 
and  Christophers,  Printers,  1902). 

Journal  of  the  Eighty-eighth  Convention  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina.  (Raleigh:  Edwards 
and  Broughton,  Printers  and  Publishers,  1904). 

Journal  of  the  Eighty-ninth  Convention  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina.  (Raleigh:  Edwards  and 
Broughton,  Printers  and  Binders,  1905). 

Journal  of  the  Ninetieth  Convention  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina.  (Raleigh:  Edwards  and 
Broughton,  Printers  and  Binders,  1906). 

Owens,  Robert  B.  Christ  Church,  Rowan  County,  n.p. 

Parish  Register,  Rowan  County,  N.C:  St.  Andrew's  Episcopal  Church,  n.d. 

Powell,  William  Stevens,  St.  Luke's  Episcopal  Church.  Salisbury,  N.C.  n.p.,  1953 

Rowan  County  Deed  Book  35,  Rowan  County  Register  of  Deeds,  Salisbury,  N.C. 


CONSTRUCTION  CONTRACT 


The  contract  for  the  construction  of  the  church  is  dated 

6  April  1840  and  is  as  follows: 

"The  conditions  of  building  a  Church  on  the  land 
formerly  owned  by  Charles  &  Richmond  Pearson 
on  the  road  leading  from  Salisbury  to  Mocksville 
between  the  commissioners  and  Jacob  Correll  are 
as  follows(:)  the  said  Jacob  Correll  binds  himself 
his  heirs  and  assigns  to  complete  the  following 
work  to  wit.  To  finish  the  hull  of  the  house  44  by 
34  Including  the  doors  &  windows  and  sash,  lay- 
ing two  floors,  and  running  one  flight  stairs  and 


ceiling  up  to  the  top  of  the  Seats,  and  Seat  it  of 
necessity:  So  we  the  commissioners  bind  ourselves 
our  heirs  and  assigns  to  the  said  Jacob  Correll  in 
the  sum  of  Three  Hundred  and  Twenty-five  dollars 
to  be  paid  when  the  above  named  work  is  com- 
pleted. Subscribed  this  6th  day  of  April  1840."1 
The  contract  was  signed  by  the  commissioners,  Joseph 
Turner,  J.N.  Watson,  John  Rice,  and  James  Owens  and 
the  builder,  Jacob  Correll.  The  completed  weatherboard- 
ed  frame  church  was  consecrated  by  Bishop  Ives  on  30 
August  1840. 
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THE  CEMETERY 

By  Davyd  Foard  Hood 


The  dry  laid  basalt  stone  wall  enclosing  the  graveyard 
at  St.  Andrew's  Church  is,  like  the  church  itself,  a 
remarkable  survival.  In  the  19th  century  Rowan  Coun- 
ty nearly  all  of  the  rural  church  burying  grounds  were 
enclosed  by  stone  walls  of  varying  types.  Many  of  these 
survived  well  into  the  20th  century  and  to  recent 
memory.  The  wall  at  St.  Andrew's  alone  remains  pristine 
and  intact.  Here  a  pair  of  simply-hewn  granite  piers  sup- 
port an  iron  gate.  The  cemetery  contains  fifty-four  in- 
scribed markers  and  some  dozen  or  more  graves  marked 
only  by  upright  fieldstones. 

The  majority  of  the  stones  in  the  burying  ground  at 
St.  Andrew's  Church  are  conventional  in  their  design, 
material,  and  workmanship;  however,  at  least  four  of  the 
gravestones  are  signed  by  their  carvers.  The  most  im- 
portant of  the  carvers  —  and  the  gravestones  —  are  those 
cut  by  George  Vogler  for  two  members  of  the  Heathman 
family.  These  are  the  stones  for  Hezekiah  Heathman 
(1772-1852),  the  patriarch  of  the  founding  communicants, 


and  his  son  David  Heathman  (1812-1852).  There  are  also 
four  unsigned  stones  dating  from  the  period,  1850-1854, 
that  have  a  marked  similarity  to  other  known  markers 
carved  by  Vogler.  These  are  the  stones  at  the  graves  of: 
Burrage  Turner  (1839-1850);  Samuel  Turner  (1797-1852); 
Elizabeth  Turner  (1801-1854);  and  Sarah  Ann  Stoker 
(1828-1853).  The  stone  marking  the  grave  of  Dorcas 
Heathman  (1840-1856)  was  produced  by  the  Salisbury 
firm  of  Gray,  Bryan  &  Company.  Appropriately  the  stone 
at  the  grave  of  Jacob  Correll  (1798-1867),  the  builder  of 
St.  Andrew's  Church,  is  signed:  John  Buis  was  the 
stonecutter. 

Seven  of  the  seventeen  organizing  communicants  of 
St.  Andrew's  are  buried  here:  James  Owens  (1808-1848); 
Samuel  Turner  (1797-1852);  Hezekiah  Heathman 
(1772-1852);  David  Heathman  (1812-1852);  Jacob  Correll 
(1798-1867);  John  Rice  (1810-1878);  and  Cathew  Rice 
(1811-1883).  Also  buried  here  is  George  Badger  Wet- 
more,  Jr.  (1852-1918),  his  wife  Mary  Weldon  Wetmore 
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(1857-1920),  and  three  of  their  children  who  died  in  the 
1880s.  The  oldest  marked  grave  in  the  burying  ground 
is  that  of  Joseph  Turner  (1826-1842)  who  died  on  10  July 
1842.  The  most  recent  burial  in  the  cemetery  was  that 
of  Charles  Boyd  Swicegood  (1906-1987). 
For  many  years  the  churchyard  was  kept  scraped  clean 


of  grass;  it  is  now  covered  with  grass  and  frequently 
mowed,  but  not  so  frequently  as  to  limit  the  growth  of 
wildflowers.  The  lower  half  of  the  cemetery  is  covered 
with  mature  trees  and  shrubs.  The  graves  of  an 
unknown  number  of  slaves  are  thought  to  be  interred 
there. 


TOMBSTONES  AT  ST.  ANDREWS 
EPISCOPAL  CHURCH,  WOODLEAF,  N.C. 

(Information  compiled  by  M.J.  Fowler,  August  1980/83/86) 


George  H.,  son  of  J.  A.  &  AT.  BAILEY,  11  July  1880  -  27 

Sept.  1881. 
Hallie  S.,  daughter  of  J.A.  &  AT.  BAILEY,  9  Feb.  1887  - 

7  June  1888. 

Ferdinand  C,  son  of  J.  &  C.  BARRINGER,  d.  3  Nov.  1855, 
aged  3y.,  5m.,  9d.  ("Two  infants  on  his  left  hand.") 

Anne  Elizabeth  BOST  (Bessie),  19  Feb.  1881  -  28  Oct. 

1932. 
Mrs.  Dorcas  Elizabeth  BOST,  3  Jan.  1844  -  8  Jan.  1893. 
Henry  C.  BOST,  8  Jan.  1841  -  31  Jan.  1887. 
John  McLeod  BOST,  12  Jan.  1867  -  20  July  1889. 
Samuel  W.,  son  of  H.C.  &  D.E.  BOST,  25  Dec.  1868  -  11 

July  1878. 

Elisabeth,  consort  of  Jacob  CORRELL,  16  August  1799  - 
(death  date  broken  off).  (The  Carolina  Watchman  gives 
16  Mar.  1850  as  the  day  she  died.) 

Jacob  CORRELL,  19  June  1798  -  27  Nov.  1867,  aged  69y., 
5m.,  8d. 

Selena,  wife  of  J.L.  CORRELL,  5  Dec.  1833  -  5  Apr.  1873. 

Simeon  CORRELL,  16  Aug.  1832  -  23  Mar.  1850. 

Dorcas  Adelia  Hilliard,  wife  of  Lassiter  Winslow  and 
Henry  DAVIS,  3  Jan.  1898  -  28  Oct.  1957 

J.W.  CRAIGE,  (stone  damaged)  -  June  1900. 

Ann  E.,  daughter  of  Jesse  &  Nancy  FRALEY,  d.  11  Nov. 

1855,  aged  4y.,  2m.,  3d. 
Mrs.  Isabella  FRALEY,  wife  of  Jacob  FRALEY,  21  Aug. 

1823  -  2  Oct.  1912. 
Jacob  FRALEY,  4  Sept.  1810  -  21  Mar.  1872. 

George  C.  GOLDING,  d.  25  Apr.  1845,  aged  13y,  7m., 
9d. 

David  HEATHMAN,  1  Feb.  1812  -  5  Jan.  1852. 
Dorcas   M.,    youngest   daughter   of  Wm.    &   Dorcas 

HEATHMAN,  25  Aug.  1840  - 1  Sept.  1856,  aged  16y, 

6d. 
Hezekiah  HEATHMAN,  7  Feb.  1772  -  7  Aug.  1852,  aged 

80y.,  6m. 
James  Dabney  HEATHMAN,  M.D,  9  Nov.  1873  - 17  Dec. 

1908. 
Mary  Belle  Bost  HEATHMAN,  26  Apr.  1873  - 1  Mar.  1939. 
Mary  Ann  HEATHMAN,  17  Apr.  1774  -  10  May  1847 


W.G.  HEATHMAN,  27  Mar.  1831  -  31  July  1904,  aged  71y, 
4m.,  4d. 

Luther  C.  HILLIARD,  20  Oct.  1880  -  2  Dec.  1895. 
Susan  Ann,  wife  of  T  Franklin  HILLIARD,  14  Nov.  1860  - 

2  May  1930. 
T  Franklin  HILLIARD,  7  June  1857  -  7  Apr.  1924. 

Fannie  Peden  Bost  KELLY,  1  Jan.  1879  -  30  Jan.  1948. 
William  Frohock  KELLY,  25  Oct.  1878  -  30  June  1962. 

Anna,  wife  of  Daniel  LOUIS,  d.  23  Aug.  1856,  aged  65y., 

7m.,  Id. 
Daniel  LEWIS,  d.  24  Jan.  1816,  aged  27. 

Temperance  MARLIN,  7  June  1776  - 14  June  1845. 

Francis  NELSON,  31  Oct.  1805  -  1  Mar.  1871. 
Letitia  R.  NELSON,  22  Feb.  1817  -  21  Jan.  1882. 
Mary  C.  NELSON,  20  Sept.  1846  - 10  Dec.  1869. 
Mollie  Prosser  NELSON,  1  Jan.  1851  - 18  July  1885. 

Sinthy  Lavina  NOLLEY,  d.  18  Oct.  1845,  aged  25y.,  5m., 
14d. 

James  OWEN,  Esq.,  d.  28  Apr.  1848,  aged  39y.,  7m.,  13d. 

Cathew  RICE,  18  Aug.  1811  -  3  Apr.  1883. 

Elizabeth  RICE,  1  Apr.  1827  - 13  July  1893,  aged  66y,  3m., 

12d. 
John  RICE,  19  May  1810  -  26  Nov.  1878. 
Nancy,  wife  of  Cathew  RICE,  21  Nov.  1816  -  3  June  1889. 
Philip  B.  RICE,  6  Feb.  1844  -  14  Jan.  1896. 
Thomas  D.  RICE,  3  June  1845  -  21  July  1888,  aged  43y., 

lm.,  18d. 

Elizabeth  SCHECK,  Born  Hagerstown,  Washington  Co., 
Md.,  23  Mar.  1780  -  29  Oct.  1861,  aged  81y.,  7m.,  6d. 

Sarah  Ann,  wife  of  John  STOKER,  1  Nov.  1828  -  6  Mar. 
1853,  aged  24y,  4m.,  5d. 

An  infant  daughter  of  George  O.  &  Maria  M.  TARRH, 

d.  20  July  1854. 
Maria  M.,  consort  of  George  O  TARRH,  d.  22  July  1854, 

aged  37y.,  3m.,  22d. 
Mary  Jane,  daughter  of  G.O.  &  Maria  H.  TARRH,  6  Nov. 

1839  -  9  Feb.  1844. 

Burrage  TURNER,  15  July  1839  - 11  Jan.  1850,  aged  lly., 
5m.,  26d. 
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Elizabeth  TURNER,  13  Mar.  1801  -  26  Apr.  1854,  aged 

53y.,  lm.,  13d. 
Joseph  E  TURNER,  1  Dec  1826  - 10  July  1842,  aged  16y., 

8m.,  lOd. 
Millicent  TURNER,  2  Nov.  1774  -  7  aug.  1857,  aged  83y., 

9m.,  5d. 
Samuel  Turner,  15  Dec.  1797  -  4  May  1852,  aged  55y, 

4m.,  lid. 

George  Badger  WETMORE,  26  Dec.  1852  - 16  Feb.  1918. 
Mary  Weldon  WETMORE,  3  Dec.  1857  -  15  July  1920. 
George  Badger,  son  of  G.B.  &  M.W.  WETMORE,  17 
Sept.,  1886  -  17  June  1887. 


Infant  daughter  of  G.B.  &  M.W.  WETMORE,  b.  28  Mar. 

1888. 
Infant  son  of  G.B.  &  M.W.  WETMORE,  b.  8  July  1885. 

Frances  Nelson  WHITEING,  19  Feb.  1871  - 17  Apr.  1872. 
Lucy  Nelson  WHITEING,  21  Jan.  1846  -  23  Mar.  1871. 

G.O.  TARRH,  15  Mar.  1815  -  15  July  1864. 

Charles  B.  SWICEGOOD/Private,  U.S.  Army/23  May 
1904  -  6  Feb.  1987 

There  are  numerous  other  graves  which  are  marked  only 
by  rough  stones. 


Those  ivho  return  to  St.  Andrew's  from  many  miles  away  never  fail  to  be  interested  in  the  location  of  graves  of  their  ancestors  and 
the  inscriptions  on  the  stones.  (1980) 
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TRADITIONAL  STORIES  ABOUT  THE  CEMETERY 


These  notations  seem  to 
reflect  the  lore  and  the  way 
of  life  in  the  latter  19th 
century. 

There  appears  to  be  a 
somewhat  informal  divi- 
sion in  the  cemetery  area 
nearest  the  church.  The 
lower  part  holds  the 
graves  of  the  slaves  or 
"servants."  (They  are 
never  referred  to  as 
"slaves"  in  any  instance 
recorded  in  the  Rector's 
Journal.)  These  graves 
were  marked  by  field 
stones  at  head  and  foot. 
The  custom  has  been 
through  the  years  for 
each  family  to  maintain 
its  own  plot  and  any 
others  unattended.  In 
later  years  the  story  is 
often  told  of  a  group  of 
people  clearing  the 
lower  graveyard  of  all 
stones,  loading  them  on 
a  truck  and  hauling 
them  away.  This  gesture 
of  well-intentioned 
helpfulness  removed  all 
marking  of  the  graves,  a 
fact  not  realized  by  the 
people  involved. 

Traditionally,  beloved 
family  servants,  often 
the  children's  nurse, 
were  buried  in  the  fami- 
ly plot,  their  graves  be- 
ing marked  at  St.  An- 
drew's by  a  field  stone. 

In  the  early  years 
gravestones  held  the  on- 
ly official  record,  other 
than  the  family  Bible,  of 
important  dates,  age  and 
marriage.  Often  ages 
were  given  in  years, 
months  and  days.  The 
spouse  of  the  deceased 
is  referred  to  as  "Consort 
of. . .  ."  Many  stones  have 
carvings  —  cherubs, 
flowers,  praying  hands 
—  and  very  often  the 
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Copy  of  Deed  of  Transfer  of  Property  of  St.  Andrew's  from  Richmond  &  Charles  Pearson. 
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often  the  willow  "Tree  of 
Life."  There  are  several 
versions  of  this  symbol 
to  be  seen.  Many  of  the 
old  stones  are  so  worn 
by  the  passing  of  time  — 
by  rough  winters  and 
the  sun  and  rain  of  sum- 
mer —  that  they  are  lean- 
ing with  age  and 
treasured  inscriptions 
are  often  illegible. 

In  February  1987,  Mr. 
Charles  Boyd  Swicegood 
(1906-1987)  was  buried 
near  the  church.  He  was 
reared  in  a  two-story  log 
house  adjacent  to  the 
church.  This  house 
burned  many  years  ago. 
He  served  in  the  U.S.  Ar- 
my in  World  War  I.  Mr. 
Swicegood  made  his 
home  in  Cooleemee  but 
maintained  close  ties 
with  St.  Andrew's.  On 
the  occasion  of  his  death 
in  1987,  it  was  determined  that  machinery  commonly  us- 
ed for  opening  graves  could  not  enter  the  cemetery 
through  the  narrow  gate.  Friends  of  Mr.  Swicegood 
agreed  to  "dig"  the  grave  and  to  close  it  after  the  burial 
service.  Yet  again,  the  old  St.  Andrew's  cemetery  kept 
alive  a  custom  common  so  long  ago. 

The  granite  posts  supporting  the  cemetery  gate  and 
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the  steps  at  all  entrances  to  the  church  were  crudely 
quarried  by  the  builders  or  communicants  from  a  very 
large  ledge  of  granite  near  where  the  Woodleaf  Depot 
was  later  built.  Granite  from  this  spot  was  also  used  at 
other  western  Rowan  churches,  including  Third  Creek, 
according  to  James  Brawley,  historian. 


"Old  Blandford  Church,  Petersburg,  Virginia,  was  built  in  1735.  The  following  lines,  by 
an  unknown  author,  were  found  written  on  its  walls  about  1841." 


"Thou  art  crumbling  to  the  dust,  old  pile, 

Thou  art  hastening  to  thy  fall. 

And  round  thee  in  thy  loneliness, 

Stands  the  old  rock  wall. 

The  worshippers  are  scattered  now, 

Who  knelt  before  thy  shrine. 

The  silence  reigns  where  anthems  rose 

In  days  of  "Auld  Lang  Syne." 

And  sadly  sighs  the  wandering  wind, 

Where  oft  in  years  gone  by 

Prayers  rose  from  many  hearts  to  Him 

The  Highest  of  the  High." 
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ELEGY 

Written  In  A  Country  Church  Yard  By 
Thomas  Gray  -  Printed  1751 

"The  curfew  tolls  the  knell  of  parting  day, 
The  lowing  herd  winds  slowly  o'er  the  lea, 
The  plowman  homeward  plods  his  weary  way, 
And  leaves  the  world  to  darkness  and  to  me. 

Beneath  the  rugged  elms,  that  yew-tree's  shade, 
Where  leaves  the  turf  in  many  a  mould'ring  heap, 
Each  in  his  narrow  cell  forever  laid, 
The  rude  Forefathers  of  the  hamlet  sleep. 

Perhaps  in  this  neglected  spot  is  laid 
Some  heart  once  pregnant  with  celestial  fire, 
Hands,  that  rod  of  empire  might  have  sway'd, 
Or  work'd  to  ecstasy  the  living  lyre. 

Full  many  a  gem  of  purest  ray  serene, 
The  dark  unfathom'd  caves  of  ocean  bear: 
Full  many  a  flower  is  born  to  blush  unseen, 
And  waste  its  sweetness  on  the  desert  air. 

Yet  ev'n  these  bones  from  insult  to  protect 

Some  frail  memorial  still  erected  nigh, 

With  uncouth  rhimes  and  shapeless  sculpture  deck'd, 

Implores  the  passing  tribute  of  a  sigh." 


Even  though  written  almost  a  hundred  years  before 
St.  Andrew's  cemetery  was  established,  these  chosen 
verses  from  the  "Elegy"  paint  a  familiar  picture. 
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THE  CIVIL  WAR  PERIOD 


Every  aspect  of  life  in  the  South  was  touched  by  the 
"War  Between  the  States"  and  the  Episcopal  church  in 
North  Carolina  and  in  Rowan  County  did  not  escape. 
This  subject  is  discussed  at  length  in  the  recently 
published  (1987)  The  Episcopal  Church  in  North  Carolina, 
1701-1959,  edited  by  Dr.  Lawrence  Foushee  London  and 
Dr.  Sarah  McCulloh  Lemmon.  In  this  book  credit  is  given 
to  Bishop  Thomas  Atkinson  for  his  foresight  throughout 
the  pre-war  years,  for  "his  wise  and  effective  leadership 
after  the  start  of  the  conflict."  He  authorized  three  new 
prayers  to  be  used  in  the  church:  "A  Prayer  For  The  Peo- 
ple Of  The  Confederate  States/'  "A  Prayer  For  Those  Who 
Have  Gone  Forth  To  War  In  Defense  Of  Their  State  And 
Country"  and  a  "Prayer  For  The  Civil  Rulers  Of  The  Con- 
federacy." He  felt  a  responsibility  for  the  spiritual  well- 
being  of  service  men  and  the  parishes  from  which  they 
came. 

In  addition  to  loss  of  family  members  in  the  war,  in 
battle  or  from  disease,  many  insults  were  reported  suf- 
fered by  the  clergy.  One  priest,  The  Rev.  Cyrus  Waters, 
was  put  in  prison  and  later  died  from  a  prison-related 
disease.  The  Rev.  William  R.  Wetmore,  Christ  Church, 
New  Bern  "was  forced  from  his  church  and  a  Union  Ar- 
my Chaplain  put  in  his  place."  The  Bishop's  family  had 
removed  to  Wadesboro  as  refugees  and  in  1865  he  was 
robbed  at  gunpoint  by  Sherman's  men. 

Eastern  North  Carolina  suffered  many  misfortunes 
also.  Because  of  battles  in  the  Sound  region,  many  were 
"driven  from  their  homes  by  the  enemy."  Defeat  at  the 
Battle  of  Roanoke  Island  in  1862  sent  refugees  to  parishes 
inland.  The  Episcopal  Church  on  that  coast  felt  the  wrath 
of  General  Burnside.  In  1865  his  troops  tore  down  the 
church,  later  known  as  "St.  Andrew's  By  The  Sea."  The 
material  was  used  for  a  shelter  for  run-away  slaves  who 
sought  refuge  on  Roanoke  Island.  Not  until  1915  did 
Congress  pay  $700.00  in  settlement  of  a  claim  for  "war 
damages"  and  the  church  was  replaced  a  short  distance 
from  the  ocean.  A  curtain  separated  the  body  of  the 
church  —  one  side  for  services  and  the  other  for  com- 
munity activities.  The  altar  cross  was  made  of  wood  from 
nearby  Fort  Raleigh.  The  bell  from  Civil  War  years  was 
found  in  an  area  barn  and  once  again  calls  the  faithful 


to  worship. 

St.  Andrew's,  Woodleaf,  felt  the  burden  of  the  war 
also,  as  recorded  in  the  church  register,  written  by  the 
Rector: 

—  "Officiated  Wed.  9  Oct.  1861  at  Unity  (Presbyterian) 
graveyard  in  the  burying  of  Allen  Rice,  a  young  volunteer 
who  died  in  camp  from  sickness  and  whose  remains 
were  now  brought  back." 

—  "1862  -  4th  Sunday  after  Trinity.  Baptised  Pinkney 
Webb,  adult  volunteer.  His  mother,  witness." 

—  1863  -  "March  3rd.  Baptised  at  the  house  of  Mr. 
Thomas  Thompson  (near  Unity  Church)  Joseph 
Theodore  Thompson,  a  wounded  soldier,  very  low  and 
the  day  before  the  amputation  of  his  arm." 

—  March  13th  -  "Performed  funeral  services  of  the  same 
Joseph  Theodore  Thompson.  Service  at  home,  buried 
in  Unity  graveyard." 

—  7th  Sunday  after  Trinity,  offeratory  for  Army  Missions 

—  $36.00. 

—  1865,  Jan.  10th  -  "Baptised  at  residence  of  Mrs.  Fran- 
cis Nelson,  Hugh  Mortimer,  infant  son  of  Heber  Nelson 
and  wife.  Baptised  by  private  form,  father  being  at  home 
on  furlough  from  Army." 

—  1865  -  In  Spring  ([unknown]  in  May)  Eugene  Holt, 
a  communicant  of  this  church  died  a  prisoner  at 
(unknown). 

—  "2nd  Sunday  after  Easter,  April  15,  A.M.  baptised 
(unknown)  Gray,  infant  son  of  (unknown)  and  Godwin. 
Parents  and  Grandmother  Johnson,  sponsors.  Refugees 
from  Petersburg." 


1990  is  the  125th  year  since  the  end  of  the  Civil  War. 
As  we  reflect  on  the  marks  left  by  the  war  on  the  church 
in  the  state  and  certainly  nearer  home,  we  are  remind- 
ed of  the  hardships  endured  through  the  reconstruction, 
the  destruction  of  church  property,  the  scattering  of  com- 
municants and  the  poverty  that  prevailed  with  such 
limited  resources  to  depend  on.  The  church  attacked  its 
problems  with  faith  and  determination,  sent  out  mis- 
sionaries, education  was  stressed,  women  became  more 
active  in  church  affairs  and  much  progress  was  realized. 
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OLD  ST.  ANDREW'S  IN  PICTURES 
AND  WRITTEN  RECORDS 


Very  little  has  changed  at  St.  Andrews  since  the  1800 's. 


St.  Andrew's  journal  has  been  preserved  and  is 
fascinating  on  all  accounts.  In  it  each  Rector  kept  a  de- 
tailed account  of  church  events,  including  date,  names 
of  those  persons  "partaking  of  the  sacraments,"  can- 
didates for  baptism  and  confirmation,  marriages  and 
deaths.  Dates  of  tenure  of  bishops,  priests  and  deacons 
—  where  they  came  from  and  where  they  went  —  all  was 
included.  Records  of  regular  services  usually  ended  with 
the  amount  of  the  offering  and  where  it  was  sent.  On 
one  occasion  47<t  was  collected.  "40<C  sent  to  treas.  7C  for 
post."  A  healthy  cotton  crop  enabled  H.C.  Bost  to  make 
a  sizable  donation  to  the  church. 

6th  Sunday  after  Trinity,  July  12,  1874  -  "Contributions 
were  made  by  notes  to  said  fund  to  be  sent  in  several 
payments  -  will  deduct  20  percent  each  time  interest. 

$25  each  -  John  Rice  and  Phillip  Nelson;  $20  by  Wm. 
Rice  -  Vi  payable  at  end  of  each  year;  $20  from  Davis  Rice 
and  Juo.  Rice  $4  of  which  cash,  balance,  as  above;  John 
Rice  had  formerly  paid  $20  cash  to  Christ  Church  for 
same  purpose,  also  next  day:  H.C.  Bost  -  one  acre  in  cot- 
ton for  5  yrs.;  Mrs.  Jane  Barber  $10.25  -  Also  next  day: 
Noah  Lewis  $25;  Frank  Hyde  $127;  Joseph  &  Cornelius 
Turner,  $20  together.  In  all:  $222.50  and  5  acres  of  cotton." 

The  roadside  designation  sign  was  given  by  Mr.  &  Mrs.  T.M. 
Mackie  in  memory  of  her  Grandparents  Susan  Ada  and  Thomas 
Hillard. 


ST.   ANDREWS 
EPISCOPAL^CHURCH 

Consecrated  the  last  Sunday 
n  August  1840  by  Bishop 
Levi  Silliman  Ives.  Original 
building,  restored  in  1977, 
stands  \Vi  miles  north. 
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A  roadside  designation  sign  attests 
)  St.  Andrew's  historical  significance. 


The  proximity  of  the  cemetery  to  the  church  building  speaks  of  a  time  when  death, 
the  church,  and  friends  shared  close  ties. 


FORTY-FIFTH  MEETING 


OF  TI-II2 


Church  Conference, 

.:.  At  St.  Andrews'  Church  .:. 

ON  THURSDAY,  AUGUST  30, 1900, 

To  commemoratethe  60th  Anniversary 
of  the  Consecration  of  that  church. 


II  A.  M. 
Morning  prayer,  sermon   and  celebration  of 
the  Holy  Communion. 

RECESS. 
Business  session  fifteen  minutes. 
Speech  on  the  Rectors  of  St.  Andrews. 
Speech  on  the  Bishops  who  have  preached 

there. 
Speech  on  the  first  members  of  St.  Andrews. 
Speech  on  family  religion. 

Extract  from  "Journal  of  Bishop  Ives,  1840, 
August  30th,  (Sunday)  Consecrated  to  the 
worship  of  Almighty  God,  St.  Andrews' 
Church,  Rowan  county,  preached  on  the  oc- 
casion, confirmed  eleven  persons  and  ad- 
ministered the  Holy  Communion." 

Copy  of  1900  Conference  Announcement 


Excerpts  from  the  Journal  follows: 

—  "Sunday  after  Easter  -  May  2nd  -  Rev.  R.  Percy 
Eubanks  preached.  Offeratory  $1.55  to  go  to  minister  for 
traveling.  Rector  delayed  in  mtns.  Wife  temporarily  sick." 

—  "February  27,  1877.  Evangelist  Rev.  C.J.  Curtis  made 
app't.  for  morning  service  -  Delayed  by  high  water,  omit- 
ted Holy  Communion." 

—  "July  21st,  1889  -  Rev.  F.J.  Murdoch,  because  of  the 
indifferent  health  of  the  Rector,  read  the  burial  service 
over  J.M.  Bost." 

—  "1873  -  died,  Ana  Turner.  Not  confirmed  but  other- 
wise considered  a  worthy  member  of  this  church." 

—  "Oct.  16th,  1875.  Bishop  Atkinson  confirmed  5  per- 
sons. The  last  named,  Francis  E.  Emmanuel,  student  at 
Rutherford  College,  lives  in  Bennetsville,  S.C." 

At  the  conclusion  of  all  records  there  is  a  "Summary 
of  Baptisms,  Confirmations,  Weddings,  Deaths  and 
Burials"  —  many  dates  included. 

The  last  date  recorded  is  July  1st,  1891.  "Married  at  Rec- 
tory, Jesse  Luckey  and  Zenia  Taylor,  both  colored  people." 

The  pages  are  remarkably  well  preserved,  consider- 
ing the  fact  that  the  first  entry  (of  a  baptism)  is  dated 
August  29,  1840. 
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THE  CHURCH  INTERIOR  IS  A  STUDY  IN 
19TH  CENTURY  CONSTRUCTION 


Rafters  were  cut  on  the  ground  and  taken 
to  the  second  floor  to  be  assembled  with 
pegs,  guided  by  Roman  numerals.  The 
style  of  half-lap  joints  was  used  from  the 
1700s. 


Rustic  beauty  and  pioneer  craftsmanship 
combine  for  simplistic  elegance. 
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CHURCH  .  .  .  SCHOOL  .  .  .  COMMUNITY  BUILDING 


School 

As  was  often  the  custom,  a 
school  was  held  in  the  church 
around  1900.  Since  the  building 
had  no  provision  for  heat,  a  hole 
was  cut  in  the  gallery  floor  and 
roof  and  a  pipe  and  large  wood 
stove  were  added.  The  stove,  un- 
til recent  years,  was  located  in  the 
center  of  the  sanctuary  in  a 
shallow  box  of  sand.  It  is  now 
stored  in  an  anteroom.  According 
to  the  recollection  of  the  late  G.G. 
Swicegood  ("Mr.  Ike"),  who  at- 
tended this  school,  classes  con- 
tinued until  a  new  building  was 
erected  beside  a  spring  and  creek 
to  the  right  of  the  rear  wall  of  the 
cemetery.  The  three  things  most 
remembered  were  "chilly,  dark 
and  uncomfortable." 


PEARSONS,  RICHMOND  AND  CHARLES 

By  George   RaynOr  (retired  editor)  as  printed  in  The  Salisbury  Post 


Richmond  Pearson 


Historical  records  tell  much 
about  the  possessions  of  Rich- 
mond Pearson,  and  the  offices 
he  held;  they  tell  almost  nothing 
about  his  beliefs— they  must 
have  been  strong— or  his  in- 
fluence on  his  children.  It  must 
also  have  been  strong. 

He  was  a  Revolutionary 
patriot  and  a  believer  in  the 
Union;  they  followed  in  his 
footsteps.  He  loved  the  land, 
and  lots  of  it;  they  did  also.  They 
carried  on  his  name  in  suc- 
ceeding generations. 

Pearsons  showed  interest  in 
two  issues:  transportation  and 
representation.  While  river 
transportation  was  deemed  an  uncertain  course,  railroads  and 
plank  roads  were  interesting  progressive  Carolinians. 

Although  railroads  had  yet  to  reach  this  area,  he  proposed 
the  construction  of  one  from  Fayetteville  to  the  Yadkin  River- 
Salisbury  area,  a  proposal  that  was  made  many  times  in  the 
future,  although  never  with  success.  Later  a  plank  road  was 
built  from  Salem  to  Fayetteville  over  this  route. 

Why  Pearson  built  his  first  mill  upstream  from  the  Falls— as 
a  map  shows — is  not  known  but  it  is  likely  he  built  other  mills 
and  used  that  site.  The  records  refer  to  his  Third  Creek  mill 
which  suggests  that  he  also  had  a  mill  on  the  Rowan  side 
somewhere  along  Third  Creek  or  perhaps  where  it  enters  the 
Yadkin. 

His  was  not  the  first  grist  mill  on  the  South  Yadkin.  Jonathan 
Boone  and  James  Carter  had  built  a  mill  on  a  Bear  Creek  site 
by  1759  and  John  Frohock  had  what  may  have  been  the  first 
sawmill  in  operation  near  that  by  1763. 


"(full  power)  of  the  Celebrated  Falls  of  the  South  Yadkin  River 
can  be  had  in  a  distance  of  100  yards  and  a  firm  rock  founda- 
tion for  factory  or  mill  seats." 

The  ad  describes  the  Falls  as  having  a  grist  and  saw  mill  of 
"cast  iron  machinery  at  the  end  of  a  long  race  three  quarters 
of  a  mile  long." 

The  assumption  has  to  be  made  that  in  general  Richmond 
Pearson's  farming  operations  were  profitable  for  he  continued 
to  buy  land  over  a  long  period.  It  can  also  be  assumed  that 
these  purchases  may  have  made  him  land-poor.  After  his  death 
Joseph,  the  administrator,  had  a  difficult  time  straightening  out 
the  estate  possibly  because  of  a  lack  of  cash  or  liquid  assets. 
Hairston,  however,  states  that  the  reports  that  Richmond  Pear- 
son's estate  was  bankrupt  are  false.  In  the  long  run,  he  said, 
the  heirs  all  benefitted. 

Other  riches 

Aside  from  the  farms,  the  area  was  rich  in  natural  resources. 
Fred  Hughes'  history  map  shows  the  Indians  had  built  a  fish 
trap  farther  up  the  river  and  a  fish  dam  was  between  Anthony's 
Run  and  Hickory  Creek,  two  or  three  miles  above  the  Falls. 
It  was  near  the  fish  dam  —  and  perhaps  using  some  of  its  rem- 
nants —  that  Pearson  built  his  first  grist  mill  about  1788.  This 
was  to  the  north  of  the  site  along  Anthony's  Run  he  selected 
for  his  plantation  house,  Richmond  Hill.  Richmond  Hill  was 
the  centerprice  of  plantations  that  measured  in  the  thousands 
of  acres  and  worked  more  than  100  slaves,  the  largest  number 
in  this  area.  Yet  the  evidences  of  great  wealth  are  absent.  Ex- 
cept for  the  Jesse  Pearson  house  in  Mocksville,  the  Pearson 
homes  in  Davie  are  gone,  and  while  comfortable,  none  claimed 
greatness  in  architecture  or  distinction  in  other  ways;  and  there 
is  evidence  that,  while  well  off,  theirs  was  the  uncertain  finan- 
cial life  of  the  average  Piedmont  planter. 

St.  Andrew's  deed 

Two  of  his  sons,  Charles  R.  and  Richmond  M.,  who  inherited 
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his  Rowan  properties  of  640  acres  deeded  in  1841  two  acres 
to  the  vestry  of  St.  Andrew's  Episcopal  Church  in  the  Woodleaf 
community  for  $1.  The  vestry  consisted  of  Phillip  Rice,  Jacob 
Correll,  Samuel  Turner,  Joseph  Turner  and  John  Watson.  The 
historic  church  still  stands  as  the  deed  describes  the  tract  "on 
the  south  side  of  Third  Creek  on  the  Main  Road  to  Correll's 
Mill,  formerly  Pearson's  Mill." 

The  Pearson  holding  also  extended  to  present  Davidson 
County  in  a  series  of  purchases.  Some  of  this  later  became  part 
of  Cooleemee  Plantation  and  later  still  the  Phillip  Sowers  Plan- 
tation around  Boone's  Cave  and  Boone's  Ford.  It  is  of  interest 
that  most  of  his  purchases  were  in  or  near  the  rivers. 


Hard  evidence  about  Richmond  Pearson's  farming  operations 
is  scarce.  Later  a  sales  ad  for  Joseph  Pearson's  farms  listed  a 
variety  of  small  grains,  corn,  cattle  and  hogs,  cotton  and 
whiskey.  It  is  assumed  his  excess  corn  was  liquified  for  easier 
shipment  and  higher  profits. 

That  Pearson  was  farming  for  marketable  commodities  is 
shown  by  two  factors:  the  number  of  slaves  he  owned  and  his 
concern  about  transportation. 

With  101  listed  in  1790  and  109  in  1800,  Pearson  probably  was 
the  largest  slaveholder  in  the  area.  While  slaves  were  valuable 
in  themselves,  Pearson  could  only  justify  their  continued 
presence  by  their  production. 


RECENT  ACTIVITIES  AT  ST.  ANDREW'S 


St.  Andrew's  continues  to  be  a  source  of  information 
which  is  freely  shared  with  many  groups: 

•  Yearly  field  trips  of  fourth  grades  from  Woodleaf  School 

•  Many  other  school  groups 

•  State  historians  from  various  departments 

•  Students  and  teachers  of  Architectural  History 

•  Rowan  County's  Bicentennial  Tours 

•  Tours  sponsored  by  Rowan  Museum,  Inc. 

•  Daughters  of  American  Revolution  programs 

•  Rowan  County  "Windshield  Tour"  for  many  years 

•  Research  of  graduate  students  -  background  for  quilt 
project. 

•  Surveys  of  building  materials  and  their  preservation 


•  Film:  Thunder  In  Carolina  used  this  setting  for  filming 
the  story  of  the  migration  of  the  Scotch  Irish  down  the 
Great  Wagon  Road  to  "Sugaw  Creek  and  Mecklenburg." 
Local  people  were  included.  Actors  used  "upping  rock" 
in  church  yard  for  mounting  horses.  This  film  made  by 
M.T.V.I.  (Charlotte)  and  sponsored  by  Charlotte's  Junior 
League.  Directed  by  Don  Devett. 

•  Setting  for  religious  services:  baptisms,  weddings, 
funerals  (occasionally) 

Microfilm  copies  have  been  made  of  records  of  St.  An- 
drew's Church,  including  the  entire  original  Journal,  and 
may  be  seen  at  Rowan  Public  Library  and  the  Depart- 
ment of  Archives  and  History  in  Raleigh. 


DR.  WETMORE'S  DISCONTENT 


The  Rev.  George  Badger  The  Rev.  George  Badger 

Wetmore,  D.D.  Wetmore  as  a  young  lawyer 

in  Raleigh 


This  letter,  dated  Nov.  24,  1879,  reflects  some  discontent 
on  Dr.  Wetmore's  part,  but  after  consideration,  he 
evidently  decided  to  take  his  Bishop's  advice.  He  re- 
mained in  the  Priesthood  for  eight  more  years,  until  his 
retirement  in  1887. 


%zfL 
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RESTORATION  AND  REPAIRS 
By  Guy  Wetmore  Etheridge 


The  restoration  was  started  in  1977 
and  was  completed  in  1978.  For  years 
preceeding  1977  only  emergency 
repairs  were  made  due  to  the  lack  of 
funds.  In  1977  an  active  campaign  was 
started  to  raise  funds  for  major  repairs 
and  restoration.  A  total  of  $14,000  was 
raised.  Many  of  the  contributions  were 
from  friends  of  St.  Andrew's  who  were 
interested  in  seeing  the  building 
preserved.  Grants  were  received  from 
the  Episcopal  Foundation  and  from  the 
North  Carolina  Historical  Commis- 
sion. The  grant  from  the  North 
Carolina  Historical  Commission  was 
the  result  of  a  special  bill  introduced 
in  the  North  Carolina  General 
Assembly  by  Representative  Addison 
Neal  Smith,  whose  family  lives  near 
the  church.  The  bill  provided  funds  for 
the  installation  of  fire  protection  equip- 
ment and  for  security.  Along  with  the 
plans  for  fire  protection  equipment,  a 
well  was  drilled  and  a  pump  and  water 
storage  tank  was  installed  in  a  depend- 


St.  Andrew's  before  restoration. 

ency  built  for  this  purpose.  A  fire  hose  is  always  con- 
nected and  ready  for  instant  use.  Neighbors  near  the 
church  have  been  instructed  in  the  use  of  the  fire  fighting 
equipment. 

It  was  necessary  to  replace  the  sills,  most  of  the  studs, 
and  weatherboarding.  The  entire  floor  in  the  gallery  had 
been  removed.  This  was  replaced  with  flooring  from  the 
old  Woodleaf  School.  The  gallery  was  opened  and  the 
railing  around  the  opening  was  built.  The  rusty  tin  roof 
was  removed  and  hand  split  cedar  shakes  from  British 
Columbia  were  used  for  the  new  roof.  Many  of  the 
boards  on  the  first  floor  were  replaced.  Shutters  were 
built  for  all  of  the  windows.  Slide  bolt  fasteners  for  the 
shutters  were  ordered  to  match  one  of  the  original 
fasteners  found  under  the  church  during  the  restoration. 
Hinges  and  drive  hooks  for  the  shutters  were  made  in 
a  local  shop. 

The  restoration  could  not  have  been  completed 
without  the  donations  of  building  material  taken  from 
old  barns,  smoke  houses,  well  houses  and  tool  sheds 
in  the  community.  Many  of  the  donated  boards  are  more 
than  100  years  old. 


The  Dependency 


27 


THE  HARDIN  YEARS 


From  The  Salisbury  Evening  Post 

Rev.  William  Hill  Hardin  Dies 
In  His  Sleep  At  His  Home  Here; 


~1 


In  the  Rev.  Robert  B.  Owens  "History  of  Christ 
Church,"  he  describes  the  tenure  of  the  Venerable 
William  H.  Hardin  in  detail. 

"Mr.  Hardin  died  peacefully  in  his  sleep  June  23rd, 
1934.  The  Bishop's  tribute  to  him,  when  reporting  his 
death  to  the  Convention  of  1935,  is  so  apt  that  it  is  given 
here.  'Trained  as  a  Railroad  man,  he  was  highly  efficient, 
scrupulously  accurate  and  unfailingly  dependable.  To 
these  business  qualifications  he  added  a  buoyant 
disposition,  overflowing  good  nature,  and  kindness  and 
affection.  Here  was  the  secret  of  his  bountiful  ministry, 
—  a  great  heart  of  love  for  God  and  his  fellow  man. 
Staunch  in  his  loyalty  to  the  Church,  and  faithful  in  com- 
mending it  to  all  sorts  of  people,  he  interpreted  his 
ministry  in  terms  of  personal  relationships.  He  served 
with  unbounded  devotion,  happy  as  a  rural  pastor, 
sweetening  life  with  a  smiling  touch;  a  friend  of  man, 
a  loyal  priest,  a  faithful  shepherd  of  souls,  and  a  hum- 
ble bond  servant  of  Jesus  Christ.'  He  was  universally 
loved  by  the  entire  congregation,  and  at  Christ  Church, 
the  'Good  Shepherd  Chancel  window'  was  installed  by 
them  'In  memory  of  our  beloved  Rector,  William  Hill 
Hardin.'  The  seven-branched  candelabra  were  also  given 
in  his  memory  by  his  children,  and  the  Silver  Paten  'in 
appreciation  of  Ella  Troy  Hardin'  by  the  Altar  Guild." 

St.  George's  was  one  of  the  group  of  mission  churches 
served  by  Archdeacon  Hardin  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
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Rev.  William  Hill  Hardin,  66, 
beloved  archdeacon  of  the  con- 
vocation of  Charlotte  for  the  last 
18  years  and  rector  of  Christ's 
Church  in  Cleveland,  and  St. 
Matthew's  on  the  Statesville 
road,  died  in  his  sleep  early  this 
morning  at  his  home,  630 
Maupin  avenue,  from  a  cerebral 
hemorrhage. 

He  was  accustomed  to  rising 
early  and  when  a  member  of  the 
family  went  to  his  room  be- 
tween 6  and  7  o'clock  to  arouse 
him,  he  was  found  dead. 

The  funeral  will  be  held 
tomorrow  afternoon  at  5  o'clock 
at  Christ's  church  at  Cleveland, 
conducted  by  the  Right  Rev.  Ed- 
win A.  Penick,  bishop  of  the 
diocese  of  N.C,  Rev.  Thomas  C. 
Darst,  bishop  of  the  east  diocese 
of  N.C,  and  Rev*  Mark  H. 
Milne,  rector  of  St.  Luke's 
Episcopal  church.  Interment  will 
be  in  the  new  Memorial  Park 
cemetery  here. 

Rev.  Hardin  is  survived  by  his 
widow,  Mrs.  William  H.  Hardin, 
and  three  children:  Mrs.  Ross 
M.  Sigmon,  William  H.  Hardin, 
Jr.,  and  Ernest  L.  Hardin,  all 
well-known  local  citizens.  Five  grand  children  also  survive,  as 
well  as  one  sister  and  three  brothers:  Mrs.  William  M.  Good- 
man, Knoxville,  Tenn.,  T.  Hassell  Hardin,  Knoxville,  Tenn., 
W.L.  Hardin,  Waynesville,  N.C,  and  E.J.  Hardin,  Tazewell,  Tenn. 

Rev.  Mr.  Hardin  was  born  on  April  5,  1868  at  Morganton, 
N.C,  the  son  of  William  Lauriston  Hardin  and  Maria  Hill 
Hardin. 

The  ancestry  on  both  sides,  Hardin  and  Hill,  bore  con- 
spicious  names  in  the  history  of  this  state  both  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary and  Civil  wars.  His  grandfather,  William  Hill  Hardin, 
for  whom  he  was  named,  was  a  member  of  the  faculty  of  the 
University  of  N.C. 

He  entered  the  ministry  in  1903,  his  first  work  being  at 
Waynesville.  He  was  then  rector  of  Valle  Crucis  School  for  Girls, 
leaving  that  appointment  to  serve  as  rector  of  St.  Mark's 
Episcopal  church  at  Gastonia  for  five  years.  He  then  came  to 
Salisbury  to  assume  his  duties  as  archdeacon  of  Charlotte  con- 
vocation. In  addition  to  Christ's  and  St.  Matthew's  churches 
of  which  he  was  rector  at  the  time  of  his  death,  he  has  served 
St.  Paul's  and  St.  Peter's  churches  in  Salisbury. 

Large  of  physical  stature  as  of  spirit,  his  booming  voice  and 
genial  presence  were  long  a  familiar  favorite  on  the  streets  of 
Salisbury  and  this  section.  He  lived  simply,  preferring  to  drive 
an  old  Ford,  and  took  great  enjoyment  in  cultivating  a  garden 
and  raising  chickens.  His  death  marks  the  passing  of  a  man 
who  endeared  himself  to  all  who  knew  him,  setting  a  high  ex- 
ample of  personal  philosophy  and  of  the  profession  he 
represented.  His  hobby  for  many  years  was  trout  fishing,  and 
he  spent  much  time  during  the  proper  seasons  in  conquest 
of  the  finny  game,  and  usually  with  good  success. 


ST.  GEORGE'S  CHURCH 
By  Davyd  Foard  Hood 


Rev.  Sydney  Stuart  Bost 


The  Rev.  F.J.  Murdoch 
was  also  responsible  for  the 
creation  of  a  number  of 
mission  churches  in  Rowan 
County.  Among  the  mis- 
sions he  organized  were  St. 
Jude's,  Bear  Poplar;  St. 
Paul's,  St.  Peter's,  and  St. 
John's  in  Salisbury;  St. 
Mary's,  China  Grove;  St. 
Matthew's,  Rowan;  St.  Jo- 
seph's, Spencer;  and  most 
signal  to  the  fortunes  of  St. 
Andrew's  he  organized  St. 


and  Christ  churches  and 
"neighboring  churches." 
The  Rev.  Thomas  Lee  Trott 
was  during  this  period 
ministering  to  missions  at 
Cooleemee  Mills  and 
Cooleemee  Plantation. 

From  that  time  on  its  fate 
was  in  the  hands  of  the 
communicants  of  St. 
George's  Church.  St. 
George's  Church  and  Christ 
Church  were  placed  under 
the  care  of  the  Rev.  William 


Rev.  Simeon  Jeremiah  Michael  Brown 


George's,  Woodleaf. 

Over  the  period  of  years  between  1893  and  1905  the 
communicants  of  St.  Andrew's  Church  would,  for  the 
most  part,  remove  to  St.  George's.  That  shift  was  paral- 
leled by  a  quick  succession  of  ministers  to  the  congrega- 
tion. The  first  mention  of  St.  George's  appears  in  the 
Minutes  of  the  Seventy-seventh  Convention  under  the 
heading  "St.  Andrew's  Church  and  St.  George's  Chapel." 
The  Rev.  Francis  J.  Murdoch  was  Priest-in-Charge  with 
the  Rev.  S.S.  Bost  and  the  Rev.  R.B.  Owens  as  assistant 
Ministers.  There  were  thirty-seven  communicants.  The 
Rev.  Sidney  Stuart  Bost  was  ordained  a  priest  on  31  May 
1896  and  in  the  minutes  of  the  convention  of  1897  he  is 
identified  as  Rector  of  St.  Andrew's  and  Christ  churches. 
Bost  was  the  son  of  Henry  Connor  Bost,  (1841-1887),  a 
vestryman  at  St.  Andrew's.  In  1899  the  Rev.  Bost  became 
rector  of  St.  Philip's  Church,  Durham,  and  in  1900  St. 
Andrew's  was  again  under  the  charge  of  the  Rev.  Mur- 
doch, with  the  Rev.  Thomas  Lee  Trott  as  his  assistant. 
The  minutes  of  the  convention  of  1902  show  that  the  Rev. 
John  L.  Saunders  was  minister-in-charge  of  St.  Andrew's 


Hill  Hardin  who  on  1  January  1912  was  appointed  Arch- 
deacon of  the  Convocation  of  Charlotte  by  Bishop  Joseph 
Blount  Cheshire.  With  the  dissolution  of  the  conventions 
Hardin  was  appointed  Priest-in-Charge  of  the  Rowan 
County  Missions  on  1  November  1924.  He  remained 
Priest-in-Charge  until  his  death  23  June  1934.  In  his 
private  record  Hardin  records  only  two  services  at  St. 
Andrew's  Church. 

The  minutes  of  the  1904  convention  show  the  Rev. 
Royal  G.  Shannonhouse  as  Rector  with  Christ  Church 
also  in  his  charge.  The  congregation  had  been  reported 
as  "St.  Andrew's  Church  and  St.  George's  Chapel"  from 
1893  through  1905  when  the  Rev.  Thomas  L.  Trott  reports 
48  communicants.  However,  beginning  in  1906  the  con- 
gregation is  reported  as  "St.  George's  Church"  with  the 
Rev.  Simeon  Jeremiah  Michael  Brown  as  minister  in 
charge.  Thus  by  1906  regular  services  at  St.  Andrew's 
Church  had  been  ended  and  references  to  the  church 
discontinued  although  the  parish  would  continue  to 
carry  the  name  St.  Andrew's  for  some  time. 


THE  CHURCH  BUILDING 

St.  George's  Church,  Woodleaf,  was  named  in  honor 
of  the  late  Dr.  George  Badger  Wetmore,  whose 
Episcopacy  in  this  area  of  the  state  began  in  1855  and 
ended  with  his  death  in  1888.  It  was  erected  on  land 
deeded  to  the  Diocese  of  North  Carolina  by  the  Rice 
family  in  1893. 

The  building  was  altered  in  1928.  The  original  high, 
peaked  roof  was  lowered  and  a  large,  round  window, 
formerly  located  over  the  front  entrance,  was  removed. 

A  small  gabled  porch  leads  to  the  front  entrance,  con- 
sisting of  two  original  three-panel  doors  in  a  single 
frame.  The  windows  on  the  side  walls  are  arranged  in 
pairs.  Each  pair  is  surrounded  by  a  single  frame  with 
a  pedimented  arch  at  the  pointed  top  of  each  window. 
There  are  four  such  pairs  on  each  side  wall  of  the  struc- 
ture. The  panes  are  one-over-one  frosted  glass  in  each 
window. 
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The  interior  was  changed  also.  An  altar  rail  was  built 
on  a  raised  portion  of  the  floor  opposite  the  entrance. 
Two  anterooms  are  separated  from  the  altar  by  curtains 
on  either  side.  Between  this  area  and  the  pews  is  a 
divider  consisting  of  three  arches.  The  wood  used  is  nar- 


row, beaded,  tongue-and-grooved  pine  ceiling.  The  floor 
is  light  oak  with  a  natural  finish. 

This  church  has  never  had  a  relatively  large  congrega- 
tion but  is  very  active.  The  Rev.  Claude  Collins  has  been 
Rector  of  St.  George's  for  twenty-four  years. 


The  stained  glass  window  is  dated  1903  and  inscribed 
to  Aaron  Columbus  Thornton.  It  measures  approximately 
7x7  feet  and  is  divided  into  3  parts. 


This  "Bishop's  Chair"  was  made  from  a  pew  taken  from 
St.  Andrew's  Church  after  it  became  inactive.  Traditional- 
ly, these  chairs  are  reserved  for  the  Bishop's  use  on  the 
occasion  of  his  visitation. 


WILLIAM  ALEXANDER  BENSON 

"Since  it  has  pleased  God  to  call  William  Alexander 
Benson  to  His  nearer  presence,  we,  the  communicants 
of  St.  George's  Church,  Woodleaf,  desire  to  record  our 
thanksgiving  for  his  witness  among  us  as  a  faithful 
soldier  and  servant  of  Our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

"Mr.  Benson  was  for  many  years  Senior  Warden  of  St. 
George's  Church  and  served  devotedly  in  this  capacity. 
With  the  coming  of  advanced  years,  he  relinquished  his 
post  to  younger  men,  but  remained  diligent  in  his  sup- 
port of  St.  George's  Church,  and  faithful  in  his  atten- 
dance at  the  services  of  worship,  until  final  illness  con- 
fined him  completely  to  his  bed. 

"We  desire  that  this  brief  and  inadequate  tribute  be 
printed  in  the  North  Carolina  Churchman,  and  pray  that 
Almighty  God  may  open  to  him  the  gates  of  larger  life 
in  His  Eternal  Habitations.  Into  God's  loving  care  we 
commend  him.  May  he  rest  in  peace  and  may  light 
perpetual  shine  upon  him." 

The  Congregation  and 

The  Rev.  William  P.  Price 

St.  George's  Church 

Woodleaf,  N.C. 


Some  members  of  St.  George's  attend  a  church  supper  in  1989. 


This  tribute  to  Mr.  W.A.  Benson  was  written  by  The 
Rev.  William  P.  Price  when  he  was  Rector  of  St.  George's 
Church.  He  is  now  the  senior  priest  in  the  Diocese  of 
North  Carolina.  He  and  Mrs.  Price  reside  in 
Hillsborough. 
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STATE  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA—  Rowan  County. 
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tbe  Grantors  named  in  tbe  foregoing;  deed,  and  acknowledged  the  execution  thereof  by  */&*<•>*(<**  M  Z/tUr-  mA  mad  itt^  .  and 
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and  does  still  voluntarily  assent  thereto.     Jhasafatn-lst  lbs  isisVBswiHlHihss  with  Shis  Oiiiisl«>ii  si  wgistassaV. 


Witness,  my  band  and  /.3&*M*B9K aeal,  date  above  written.  , 


d  ,:  KJUKS-Kom: aeal,  date  above  written,  ^yy^t.        /       fi*/ 


State  of  North  Carolina, 


Court. 


■OWAM  COUNTY.  J 

The  execution  of  the  foregoing  Deed  was  this  day  of  .189       ,  acknowledged,  proven, 

before  the  undersigned - 

,  in  snd  for  tbe  County  aforesaid,  by 


with  this  Certificate,  be  registered. 

Wilueas,  my  band  and        aeal,  date  above  written. 


Therefore  let  the  said  Deed,  together 


[Skai..] 


State  of  North  Carolina,    )  .  -ZjjLZ,    ZL  U-  it*L> 

\  Superior  Court,     -^"**!'     ~- 'T  ,109*7 


J.  Sup 

The  foregoing  Certificate  of    *Z±   OL .     gftjCaKAKM 


a  Jurtice  of  the  Peace  of  Rovr»u  County,  is  adjudged  to  be  in  due  form  and  according  to  law.     Therefore  let  the  sa.d  Deed,  with  the 
Certificate.,  be  reg-tered.  J^f~  «£^g^£/  ;  ?l 

Clerk  of  the  Superior  Court. 


Office  of  th->  Kegltur  of  Dwd-,  Kowan  County.  N .  C         ^ 
Iwa^<»^th-th.»^wegni-<^Be----W»'^  ^  7*  *'  ■ 

Register  of  Deeds. 
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This  Indenture.  *«* 


J*  thw  t*j 
UiAU 


aw,  «(*S™+<*Mj 

(9 


'*-J"rf«U4 


ooc  tbosaasjd^eiphl  handled  ud  "'""X'  ■ . q 


o(iht  Coui.lv  of  ,Rowan  and^Suteof  North  Carolina,  of  the  fint^mrtjjiidj f^^f     ^*^t  OfcaW'  0<  £f  *~*fr>UWts 


r.n,a 


<?£ate  *£  1&&££&zfd* 


i*t     sO**£     i/Ui^r-  /G^^C-C^*^!*^"*. 


rf^ 


s*Z4, 


'  / 

f  Hm  rnml)i  nf  Bn»ii  taw  iim  if  Virtli  liliiilin,  of  tbc  second  part: 

WifnaaMth,  That  the  said  part^M    of  the  fint  part,  for  and  io  consideration  of  the  nn  of  

fc/a5<»V     sOsruU        V//00  dollar*,  to  the  amid  parUaWof  tbc  first  part  in  hand  paid,  the 

receipt  whereof  i>  herein  acknowledged,  ha fV,  bargained,  aold  and  conveyed,  and  by  these  presents  do  «—.  bargain,  sell  and  convey 


uU    •yrUtZJU*,   ^rf?  t£t  'ZOCuyc^-^w^-g) 


unto  the  said  |>artvi4      of  the  second  pait.K  ~&U4r      kimi§  ■■■  assigns,  the  following  described  real  estate,  ntoate,  lying  and  beJag 
iu  the  County  of  Rowan  and  State  of  North  Carolina,  botrnded  as  follows,  to-wit: 


.  ,s 


U,   "yiLx&v    ^rf.   aZ>i    srusyt. 


/ 


y^oz^f  ^  &£  & 


£*-rn/ui 


r/7     /•  * 


T»asma**.»ataW.a-aWl 
fmt,%  vL^r     bsns**ssa  sssmgas 


«>«1|M«I 


,  csa  atsa  part  »iaaf  taw  i 
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Pages  From  Journal  of  St.  Andrew's  Church 


#< 


y~4,  st*<-%^>-gLe.  s>u  0-^^jl,  GsLst-   ^c^  <^f^^ — ^T  s<~esi±a ~<- 


St         1—1 


■  <*-^l*2. 


'-e^s>   4*  ~<£c 


&>)*.*     £^?i<^   t,*T/la-£         t^TK-  ayi?C  -. 


<     -<f      ¥& 


•"Z-OTts/      £- 


i 


tf-v     <?i~£^*  I*?,  ^H-  jt^-Cc 


I+-C&U 


xr  jl         /  / 


7^ 


(rt*-f    /7c  /»*»l^^<i 


Agreement  to  Form  Church  with  Signatures 
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2- 


' IX. 


t^t-T~*21~C~'  ^- 


X^ts7^    c 


«y, 


<7_ 


Vz  / 


?u^, 


^-t-^-p/       -  u. 


'  -V- 


'  I      ^l  4       £*-> 


"    ^      C-^-^Jr-^Cf  aJZltt.       *— £■« 


^Aur-t^^jS-C^ 


■^Ct-^LfS- 


t^j.' -t^C 


c^-x      >w       ^  -C* 


xe, 


^t-u    't^-piL    -v-K*~~ 


dL 


S  J~~SH.  '/7-  d~^ 


O**-. 


fiu.  '1-^iUj  -t<<u<>~  *^<-^L3  y^-~£  <z^.^^   /^i 


Vestry  Delegates 
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n«  ii  muii  »u"j  ■»■  n  u«- " " 


.iJiJ    I    in  JpJ!M!l»> 


,     &. 


/  "A    :/M 


*/  o 


^v» 


//'■ 

/ 


& 


#<-  tuts        a^JC    gp-j 


y^y 


^■/^c  c^r 


ii 


>-A.  &-/\£4^*y  "'$-~y? -*.->%!  c^/i, 
/ 


Y7-4L&-  4/Ct^*-  ■ 


■  ts'tt- 


/ 


^yC^    / 


,rf^  C*'  <- 


-^{j.-—^  ,.  H~4     "tit?      !VC~*y  t^-OC-     (^~ 


^    -wx-r    ;£->-/a^    dyf*~-^-C- .  r-^t  ^-TE«fc 


^Pi 


^h.  c<-     £-  ^^t-  i"*-? 


*r 


•£-  'U&     <?  y*<r~'..*-yiE#-*i~-/~ 


;l^f  c-f*~ 


*^& 


tc^ 


g^Z-C^ 


'~y     •/  > 


;.    2^^;    -t^X 


tl.~-<^/      >  '}f%*j  -<S~C-*  ' tfi-^Cci-*- 


<£  <^ 


^     -V  ~<   ^  c/~       y-      i- —    — — ;    -v    7\ 


*<^7l 


■cyi> 


&£*-*-     ^*~  **?      f?Vt~i-<Z^~' 


■  *%-&^l-%—-? 


■    / 


f-    ^a 


^■•'■■•«x.. 
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J3  &  ■  <z-  li^i/rt-j'  /  _ 


.  t  ? 


v. 


\_<1    f<^ ■'    '      /-^/i-  <i*r?   ^l!l-r%, 


if  A,  A-  i    £.  -- 


t,  I  §! 


S  .  JTA  J  .t  * 


•"■"  ^*-,'-Cv.; 


i&  ' 


A 


'/i ,  / 


M**^ 


'  j  •  &*&?*&,.  ?&&J&*tJbi  **J*jfoUtr 'y/e^^dr,  &&~^- 

feA/.;  *£Sf£  &-r&  7?*  -ft  *»>        Oc^k-^j/^    *Jt^rJTjKj .  \  •-.-;* 


!/^'V//'"^    <~?ifA'H      i^'tmS't       c    f?tf?Ctfe  *''-■'■- 

Vu  u.  jp        ti;,  -  -* -^' 


-ior*  l-r-^J' 


K: 
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ff 


%m^/.  3  a,     '$r  a 


<y£-x.    ~€>>u-i  ^a^'  -^*\d? ■.^•,r^£^*'^i^^*i'- L-'-U-ctrjh*, 


y 


& 


f  '   . 


*SVT 


.'7      .  ■      ■'  /  , 

W  <"  /^/vy  .   $/***$%#  .  <&*|  ^/-»  H*%A 


rr 


■r-    * 


/ 

I    J1  ^-  / 


tffclJfeiU- 


/  g  w 


/i.  *»-f  Ao«-^- 


■s&4+~*-r 


[^'J:'fM 


»»;,;■ 


Tfe'/ifcw 


*!^r/y  ?z  ess  t  7^  s*c  \ 


*&*jit^,/it. 


Communicants 
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